
Candidate Evaluations 
 

The following terms and reminders will be helpful in completing this assignment. 

• “Cut” or “cutting” means to decrease, 
reduce, or go down.  

• Increase means to go up.  

• Funding means how much money is 
spent.  

• Support means to go along with 
something and agree. 

• Oppose means to go against or 
disagree.  

• A tax “break” means to get a decrease 
in taxes.  

• “Wealthy” means rich, lots of money.  

• “Poverty” means to be poor. (not a lot 
of money) 

• Remember liberal fits with the left and 
Democrat. 

• Conservative fits with the right and 
Republican.  

• Social Security is money for elderly, 
retired people.  

• Minimum wage is a minimum amount 
that people are guaranteed to make per 
hour. If there are government rules to 
make it go up, that helps people in 
poverty.  

• Remember that most conservatives 
(Republicans) have traditional social 
values that might want LESS 
GOVERNMENT protections for abortion 
(which means pro-life or limiting choice 
for ending a pregnancy), same-sex 
marriage, and other social issues.  

• Most liberals (Democrats) think that 
there should be MORE GOVERNMENT 
rules to protect equality and choice in 
people’s social lives and would support 
a woman’s right to have an 
abortion/end a pregnancy (which 
means pro-choice)  and support same-
sex marriage.  

• Wildlife preservations are places where 
land and animals are set aside and 
protected by the government from 
people hunting or building homes and 
businesses.  

• Emissions are considered pollution put 
into the air from the burning of fuel like 
oil or coal.  
 

 
 

 
1. The chart below shows candidate campaign positions. 

 

Candidate Political Experience Cutting social 
welfare 
programs (like 
food stamps) 

Increase federal 
funding to 
schools 

Tax breaks for 
the wealthy 

A Senator (4 terms) Supports Opposes  Supports 

B School Board Member 
(2 terms) 

Opposes  Supports Supports 

C City Council  (1 term) Opposes  Supports Opposes  

D Mayor  (2 terms) Supports  Supports Opposes 

 
Based on these positions, which candidate would a mother of three children living in poverty most likely 
support? 
 



2. The chart below shows candidate campaign positions. 
 

Candidate Political Experience Increase federal 
funding to 
colleges and 
universities 

Tax breaks for 
the wealthy 

Increasing the 
federal 
minimum wage  

A Senator (3 terms) Opposes  Supports Supports 

B Governor (2 terms) Supports Opposes Supports 

C Senator (6 terms) Opposes  Supports Opposes 

 
The CEO of a Fortune 500 company is going to cast their vote for President. This business owner became 
successful with just a high school diploma. Based on the positions in the chart above, which candidate 
would they most likely support for President? 
 

3. The chart below shows candidate campaign positions. 
 

Candidate Political Experience Cutting Social 
Security benefits 

Increased 
military 
spending 

Increase Federal 
funding for public 
transportation   

A Mayor (2 terms) Support Support Oppose 

B Senate (1 term) Support  Oppose Oppose 

C Retired U.S. Army General Oppose  Support Support 

D Retired Navy Admiral Support Support Oppose 

 
Based on the positions in the chart above, which candidate would a retired Navy veteran living in a 
nursing home most likely support? 
 
 

4. The chart below shows candidate campaign positions. 
 

Candidate Political Experience Approving Tax Break 
for First-Time 
Homeowners 

Increasing 
Medicare 
Benefits 

Increasing Federal 
Funds to support 
more affordable 
college nationwide 

A Mayor (2 terms) Support Oppose Oppose 

B House of Representatives  
(2 terms) 

Support  Oppose Support 

C Senator (3 terms) Oppose  Support Oppose 

D School Board Member  
(1 term) 

Support Support Support 

 
A twenty-year-old college student is currently working at a hospital and is looking to purchase a home.  
Based on the positions in the chart above, which candidate would he/she most likely support?   
 
 
 
 



5. The chart below shows candidate campaign positions. 
 

Candidate Political Experience Increasing the federal 
minimum wage 

Abortion  
(Pro-choice) 

Same sex 
marriage 

Ban the sale of 
Assault Rifles 
nationwide 

A Mayor  
(2 terms) 

Support Oppose  Oppose Oppose 

B District Attorney  
(1 term) 

Oppose Support Support Oppose 

C Governor (1 term) Oppose Oppose Support Support 

D State Senator  
(3 terms) 

Support Support Support Support 

 
Based on the positions in the chart above, which candidate would a liberal woman living in poverty most 
likely support?  
 

6. Use the information in the chart below to determine which major political party each candidate 

would most likely be a member of.  

Candidate Increase Military 
Spending 

Same Sex Marriage and allowing 
gay parents to adopt 

Tax cuts for 
the wealthy 

A Support Oppose Support 

B Oppose Support Oppose 

 

7. Use the information in the chart below to determine which major political party each candidate 

would most likely be a member of.  

Candidate Increase federal funds for 
wildlife preservations 

Reduce carbon emissions 
nationwide by 15% 

Make Abortion 
illegal (pro-life) 

A Support Support Oppose 

B Oppose Oppose Support 

 
8. Candidate A supports renewable energy sources like solar, wind, hydroelectric, and nuclear. 

Candidate B supports any energy option that benefits the economy.  
 
Which candidate would most likely support the actions of the President in the political cartoon below? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



9. Candidate A is a conservative who strongly supports states’ rights (like deciding laws on 
marriage). 
Candidate B is a liberal who believes that the federal government needs to protect civil liberties, 
even if that means forcing states to accept rules about equality.  

 

• Which candidate would most likely have the views of the man in the political cartoon 
below? 

• Which candidate would most likely use the cartoon below to compare the struggle for gay 
rights to the struggle for civil rights for African Americans? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Candidate A is a conservative who supports more deportations of undocumented/illegal 

immigrants and stronger border security.  
 
Candidate B is a liberal who thinks illegal immigrants should have an opportunity to pay their 
debts and become legal citizens.    
 

• Which political cartoon below would Candidate A use to criticize the views of Candidate B? 
Why? 

• Which political cartoon below would Candidate B use to criticize the views of Candidate A? 
Why? 
 

  Cartoon 1         Cartoon 2 
  
 
Cartoon 2 
 


