
netw  rks
There’s More Online about political 
parties. 

    In 2008, supporters of  Republican John 
McCain cheered for their candidate for 
president at a Colorado rally.

The Story 
Matters…
Rallies for candidates during a 

presidential campaign are usually 

loud, colorful, and exciting. 

Enthusiastic supporters wear pins, 

wave signs, and cheer their 

candidate’s speeches. Most of these 

supporters belong to the candidate’s 

political party. 

Political parties play a key role in the 

election process. They provide a way 

for Americans who share similar 

beliefs and goals for the nation’s 

future to express their opinions. 

Political parties provide money and 

other resources to support the 

candidates who belong to their party.  

Although today two main parties—

Democrats and Republicans— 

dominate, many voters identify 

themselves as Independents. Other 

smaller political parties add diversity 

of opinions, excitement, and 

complexity to American political 

campaigns and elections. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTION
How do citizens, both individually and collectively, influence government policy?

Political Parties

Lesson 1
History of Political Parties

 Lesson 2
 Political Parties Today
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Real-Life Civics
    TODAY  Americans 
often have strong views 
about government and the 
laws under which they live. 
For many years, Americans 
have expressed their views 
through their association with 
one of the two main political 
parties—the Democrats or 
the Republicans. Recently, 
however, some citizens 
have grown dissatisfi ed 
with politicians from both 
parties. They have formed 
a new group known as 
the Tea Party movement. 
Members of the Tea Party 
object to increases in taxes 
and government spending, 
and they are working to elect 
candidates who agree with 
their views. At large rallies all 
across the country, Tea Party 
members have come together 
to encourage change in 
American government.

Tea Party activists hold a 
“Tax Day Rally” in Boston. 

284 Political Parties

CHAPTER 10 Political Parties NGSSS covered in Real-Life Civics

 Students will understand the following benchmarks from the 

Florida Next Generation Sunshine State Standards.

SS.7.C.2.8 Identify America’s current political parties, and 

illustrate their ideas about government.

SS.7.C.2.13 Examine multiple perspectives on public and 

current issues.

LA.7.1.7.3 The student will determine the main idea or 

essential message in grade-level or higher texts through 

inferring, paraphrasing, summarizing, and identifying 

relevant details. 
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CIVIC 
LITERACY

Analyzing Why do you think the members of the Tea Party movement chose to name 

themselves after the historical event known as the Boston Tea Party?

Your Opinion Would you be willing to join a group whose view diff ered from the 

view of the majority? Why or why not?

On the night of December 16, 1773, American colonists disguised as Native Americans 
boarded three British ships in Boston Harbor. Using axes and hatchets, the colonists 
broke open more than 300 crates of tea and threw the contents into the harbor. 

    LONG AGO  In 1773, another group of Americans came together to 
protest government policies. At this original tea party—the Boston Tea Party—
dissatisfi ed American colonists protested the British government’s taxation 
policies. They were especially angry about a tax on tea, a favorite drink of the 
time. To make their feelings known, the group of colonists raided British merchant 
ships in Boston Harbor and dumped the ships’ cargoes of tea into the water. Other 
protests followed, and the colonies soon found themselves fi ghting for their 
independence in the American Revolution.
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Readingeading HELPDESKDESK

netw  rks
There’s More Online!

 GRAPHIC ORGANIZER 
Modern Major Party 
Principles

 CHARTS 
Evolution of American 
Political Parties
Major Third-Party Candidates

 TIME LINE 
Party Control of the Presidency, 
1861–2013  

Content Vocabulary

ESSENTIAL QUESTION How do citizens, both individually and collectively, 
infl uence government policy?

 Lesson 1 

History of Political Parties 

 Taking Notes: Comparing

As you read, complete a graphic organizer like the one 

shown here to identify the major political parties in the 

United States and their positions on a number of issues. 

 Modern Major Party Principles

Party Positions on Issues •  political party
•   two-party 

system

•   third party
•  platform

 It Matters Because

Political parties are one of the major ways citizens participate in the 
political process and influence the direction of government.

Growth of American Parties
GUIDING QUESTION Why did political parties develop in the United States?

 Do you and your friends share opinions about the things you 
like and dislike? Do you discuss your feelings about school, 
sports, or music? Have you ever joined a group that shares your 
interests? In a similar way, some Americans join a political party 
to share ideas with others who feel as they do. A political party 
is a group of people with broad, shared interests. They join 
together to help the candidates they support win elections. They 
also work to shape government policy. 
 Two major parties have competed for power during most of 
the nation’s history. For this reason, the United States is said to 
have a two-party system. The names and makeup of the two 
main parties have changed over time.

The First Parties
The U.S. Constitution does not mention political parties. In fact, 
many of the leaders who wrote the Constitution did not like 
the idea of political parties. They feared that parties, or 
“factions” as they called them, would lead to divisions that 

SS.7.C.2.8 Identify America’s current political 

parties, and illustrate their ideas about 

government.

LA.7.1.6.1 The student will use new 

vocabulary that is introduced and taught 

directly.

LA.7.1.7.3 The student will determine the 

main idea or essential message in 

grade-level or higher texts through 

inferring, paraphrasing, summarizing, and 

identifying relevant details.

NGSSS covered in 

“Growth of American Parties”
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EVOLUTION OF AMERICAN POLITICAL PARTIES CHART SKILLS

Formed to oppose Federalists; 
favored state over national 
government 

Favored a strong 
central government

Formed from National Republicans 
and others; favored internal 
improvements

Split from Democratic-Republicans 
to oppose Andrew Jackson and work 
for strong central government 

Formed from Democratic-Republicans; 
supported Andrew Jackson; said it 
supported common people 

Federalist

Whig

Democratic

1790s–1820

DESCRIPTIONPARTY DATES OF EXISTENCE

1790s–1828

National
Republican

1825–1834

1825–Present

1834–1854

Formed from Whigs and other groups; 
opposed spread of slavery to new 
territories and favored internal 
improvements 

Republican 1854–Present

Democratic-
Republican

  For most of its existence, the 
United States has had a 
two-party system. New parties 
have grown out of older parties. 

  Identifying Which party 

has been active the longest? 

    CRITICAL THINKING
Making Connections How 

is the Republican Party 

connected to the National 

Republican Party?  

1

2

 political party  an association of voters with 

broad common interests who want to infl uence or 

control decision making in government by electing 

the party’s candidates to public offi  ce

  two-party system  a system of government 

in which two political parties compete for power

would weaken the new nation. Despite this, by the late 1790s 
two groups had formed to compete for political power. Parties 
arose because people had different ideas about what the 
government should do.
 Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton and Secretary 
of State Thomas Jefferson were the leaders of the fi rst parties. 
Hamilton thought that if the federal government was too weak, 
individuals’ rights would be in danger. So he favored a strong 
national government. He also believed that a strong central 
government was needed to have a healthy economy. Jefferson, 
on the other hand, wanted to protect people’s rights by limiting 
the power of the national government. He supported more 
power for the states, which were closer to the people.
 Hamilton and his followers formed the Federalist Party. 
Jefferson and his supporters formed the Democratic-
Republican Party. Starting in 1800, Jefferson’s party grew 
stronger, while the Federalists lost support. The Federalist 
Party soon faded away.
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Readingeading HELPDESKDESK

John C. Frémont was the Republican 
Party’s fi rst presidential candidate. He 
lost the 1856 election to James 
Buchanan. Abraham Lincoln was the 
fi rst Republican to be elected 
president.

▲

 CRITICAL THINKING
 Explaining How did a controversial 

issue lead to the formation of the 

Republican Party?

 third party  a 

political party that 

challenges the two 

major parties

 Academic Vocabulary

stress to give special importance to 

promote to advance a cause or idea

Today’s Major Parties Form
By 1824, the Democratic-Republican Party was so dominant that 
four presidential candidates ran under the party’s banner. After 
a close-fought election, John Quincy Adams defeated Andrew 
Jackson. Tensions between the two candidates and their 
supporters remained. Sectional differences among North, South, 
and West increased the tension. By 1828, the Democratic-
Republican Party had split. Those who supported candidate 
Andrew Jackson called themselves the Democratic Party. They 
wanted to stress their ties to common people. Those who 
opposed Jackson called themselves National Republicans.
 The National Republicans faded quickly, though. The Whig 
Party took their place as the main opponent of the Democrats 
until the 1850s. The Whigs tried to win broad support by 
proposing ambitious internal improvements such as roads and 
canals. They also tried to avoid the controversial issue of slavery.
 In 1854 people who opposed slavery joined together to form 
a new party. They called themselves the Republican Party. Some 

Republicans thought slavery should be abolished 
in the Southern states. Others did not go that far, 
but they did agree that it should not spread to the 
territories controlled by the United States 
government. Democrats wanted to allow the 
people in each territory to decide for themselves 
whether to permit slavery. As the slavery issue 
grew more important, the Whig Party dissolved. 
Since the late 1850s, the Republicans and the 
Democrats have remained the major parties in 
our nation.

For about 75 years following the Civil War, the 
Republican Party dominated national politics. A 
Democrat served as president for only 16 years in 
that span. The Great Depression tipped the 
balance to the Democrats. A Democrat was 
president for 28 of the next 36 years. Since 1968, 
though, Republicans have won the presidency 
seven times to the Democrats’ four times.

 PROGRESS CHECK

 Describing How did Federalists view the power of the 
national government? 

Reading Strategy: Summarizing

When you summarize a reading, you fi nd the main idea of the passage and restate 

it in your own words. Read about how America’s main political parties diff er. On a 

separate sheet of paper, summarize the reading in one or two sentences.

288 Political Parties

SS.7.C.2.8

LA.7.1.7.3

PHOTO: Getty Images

Vendor:  

Program:  Copyright year: 

Component:  Grade Level: 

Pass:
APTARA
CEG

C10_L1
PDF Pages2013

SE (FL)

286_291_CEG_SE_C10_L1_660085.indd Page 288  16/02/11  4:42 PM s-087286_291_CEG_SE_C10_L1_660085.indd Page 288  16/02/11  4:42 PM s-087 /Volumes/109/GO00771/BUILDING_CITIZENSHIP_CIVICS_AND_ECONOMICS_12/SE.../Volumes/109/GO00771/BUILDING_CITIZENSHIP_CIVICS_AND_ECONOMICS_12/SE...



 In 2000 Ralph Nader ran as the 
presidential candidate of the Green Party, 
which wants policies that will favor the 
environment.

 CRITICAL THINKING   
Categorizing What kind of third party is 

the Green Party?

 Third Parties 
GUIDING QUESTION What is the importance of third 
parties in American politics?

Throughout American history, smaller 
political parties have competed for 
power with the two main parties. 
These smaller parties are known as 
third parties.
 Third parties have not had widespread 
support from voters. Yet they have infl uenced 
American politics in important ways. For 
example, third parties have often promoted ideas 
that were unpopular at fi rst. Over time some of these 
ideas gained popularity and became law. The Populist Party 
of the 1890s called for senators to be elected directly by voters. 
It also wanted the workday to last only eight hours. The 
Progressive Party of the early 1900s pushed for changes, too. It 
worked to give voters a more direct role in government and 
more power to make laws. 

Types of Third Parties 
Some third parties form to promote a particular cause. These 
are known as single-issue political parties. For example, the 
Prohibition Party was formed in 1872. Its main purpose was 
to ban the sale of alcohol. Single-issue parties usually fade 
away when the issue loses importance or is adopted by a 
major party.
 Other third parties are formed by people with a certain 
ideology, or set of beliefs, about government. One example is the 
Communist Party USA. Members believe that the government or 
workers should own all resources and businesses. Third parties 
united by an ideology can last for a long time.
 Still other third parties unite around an independent leader 
with a strong personality. Such parties often do not last beyond the 
defeat of that candidate. Ross Perot was one such leader. He ran for 
president as an independent in 1992. Then, he founded the Reform 
Party when he ran again in 1996. He lost both elections and the 
Reform Party has grown weaker in recent years.
   Third parties have a hard time competing against the two 
larger, more powerful parties. The names of Republican and 
Democratic candidates are always placed on the ballot in many 
states. On the other hand, third-party candidates must gather 
signatures from a large number of voters in order to appear on 
the ballot. These candidates have more hurdles to overcome. As 
a result, third parties often cannot raise enough money to 
compete effectively.

Lesson 1 289

 Florida’s Republican Party 
 Florida’s Republican Party was 
organized aft er the Civil War and 
dominated state politics until 
1876, when the Democrats won 
control of the statehouse. From 
1889 to 1937 a poll tax kept most 
of the state’s African Americans, 
who were then mostly Republican, 
from voting. Th e Democrats won 
every gubernatorial election but 
one from 1876 through 1962. 
SS.7.C.2.8

CONNECTION

Florida

SS.7.C.2.8 Identify America’s current political 

parties, and illustrate their ideas about 

government.

SS.7.C.2.10 Examine the impact of media, 

individuals, and interest groups on 

monitoring and influencing government.

SS.7.C.3.1 Compare different forms of 

government (direct democracy, 

representative democracy, socialism, 

communism, monarchy, oligarchy, 

autocracy).

NGSSS covered in 

“Third Parties”
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Reading HELPDESKRReadingeading HELPDESKDESK

Communication: Organizing Ideas
Develop and complete a graphic 
organizer to identify and describe 
the various types of party 
systems. 

21st Century
SKILLS

 The Tea Party movement arose in 2009 
to protest what it saw as the growing 
size of government. 

▲

  CRITICAL THINKING
Predicting Do you think a group such 

as the Tea Party movement can become 

a new political party? Why or why not?  

  platform  a series of statements expressing a 

party’s principles, beliefs, and positions on election 

issues

Other Party Systems 
Political parties exist in most countries, but two-party systems 
are rare. The role that political parties play differs with each 
nation’s political system.
 Many democracies have multiparty systems; that is, they 
have three or more parties. For example, Canada has three 
major parties, France has more than eight, and Israel has more 
than twenty. In these countries, one party rarely wins enough 
support to control the government. As a result, several parties 
must work together. 
 Some nations have a one-party system. In the People’s 
Republic of China, for instance, only one party—the Communist 
Party—exists. As a result, only Communist Party members fi ll 
government positions. No rival candidates are allowed to run 
for offi ce. Thus, elections are mainly for show. One-party 
systems are not democratic. 

PROGRESS CHECK

Identifying Name three types of third parties and explain why they form.  

290 Political Parties
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Party Platforms
Party platforms try to appeal to 
as many people as possible, while 
at the same time drawing clear 
diff erences from other parties. 
What might be some important 
platform issues? 

Why It 
MATTERS

 Review Vocabulary

1. Why do third parties usually not last very long in 

the American two-party system?

2. Why do political parties create platforms? How are 

platforms  useful to voters?

Answer the Guiding Questions

3.   Explaining How did the fi rst two major American 

political parties diff er?

4. Analyzing How have third parties been important 

in American history?

5. Contrasting How do the two major political 

parties of today diff er? 

6.  EXPOSITORY WRITING Why do ideological third 

parties last longer than the other two kinds of third 

parties?

LESSON 1 REVIEWREVIEW

Party Diff erences
GUIDING QUESTION How do America’s major modern political  parties diff er? 

Today’s two major U.S. parties differ in their ideas about how 
much the government should be involved in the economy and 
in citizens’ lives. Democrats tend to think that the federal 
government should be more directly involved in regulating the 
economy. They believe that the government should also help 
provide housing, income, education, and jobs for the poor. 
Republicans favor less government regulation of the economy 
as the best way to promote prosperity. Both parties believe that 
economic growth will give unemployed people a better chance 
to fi nd jobs on their own.
 Both parties are national parties. That means they usually 
fi eld candidates in elections throughout the country. 
Nonetheless, each party tends to do better in some sections of 
the country than in others. The Democrats are particularly 
strong in the Northeast and on the West Coast. Republican 
support is very strong in the South.
 Sometimes the ways in which the two major parties differ in 
their views on a specifi c topic may seem small. One reason is 
that both adopt some moderate views. They hope this will help 
them appeal to as many voters as possible. The parties may also 
seem similar because most Americans generally agree on many 
issues.
 How can citizens identify the differences between the 
parties? They can read the platform that each party writes 
when it nominates a presidential candidate every four years. 
The platform is a series of statements expressing the party’s 
core beliefs and its positions on various issues.  

PROGRESS CHECK

Explaining Why do the two major parties often seem similar?

Lesson 1 291

SS.7.C.2.8 Identify America’s current political 

parties, and illustrate their ideas about 

government.

NGSSS covered in 

“Party Differences”
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netw  rks
There’s More Online!

 GRAPHIC ORGANIZER 
Political Party Roles 

 CHART 
Organization of Political 
Parties

 POLITICAL CARTOON 
Boss Tweed 

  VIDEO 

 Content Vocabulary

•   national
committee

•  precinct
•  political machine
•  direct primary

•  closed primary
•   open primary 

•  caucus

ESSENTIAL QUESTION How do citizens, both individually and collectively, 
infl uence government policy?

It Matters Because

Understanding how political parties work helps citizens as they follow 
campaigns and select candidates they wish to support.

Organization of Political Parties 
GUIDING QUESTION How are political parties organized?

 Have you ever been a candidate in a school election? Perhaps 
you helped a friend who was running for offi ce. What did you 
do to try to win? Political parties also want their candidates to 
win. To reach this goal, major parties organize at the local, state, 
and national levels. These levels are only loosely joined. Party 
members at all levels share similar political beliefs. Therefore, 
they share an ultimate goal. They want to help the party win 
election to as many offi ces as possible.

National Organization and Convention
Each party has a national committee. It includes members 
from every state. The national chairperson heads this 
committee. Each party’s national committee raises money for 
presidential elections. It also organizes the party’s national 
convention.
 At the national convention, delegates choose the party’s 
candidates for president and vice president. Delegates are 
chosen through presidential primary elections. In some states 
they are chosen in a caucus (KAW•kuhs), or special meeting.

 Lesson 2 

Political Parties Today 

 Taking Notes:  Identifying

As you read, use the graphic organizer to 

identify the roles of political parties.
Political 

Party Roles

SS.7.C.2.8 Identify America’s current political 

parties, and illustrate their ideas about 

government. 

LA.7.1.6.1 The student will use new 

vocabulary that is introduced and taught 

directly.

LA.7.1.7.1 The student will use background 

knowledge of subject and related content 

areas, prereading strategies, graphic 

representations, and knowledge of text 

structure to make and confirm complex 

predictions of content, purpose, and 

organization of a reading selection.

LA.7.1.7.3 The student will determine the 

main idea or essential message in 

grade-level or higher texts through 

inferring, paraphrasing, summarizing, and 

identifying relevant details.

NGSSS covered in 

“Organization of Political Parties”

292 Political Parties
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NATIONAL COMMITTEE

STATE CHAIRPERSON

STATE COMMITTEE

LOCAL CHAIRPERSON

CITY, TOWN, OR COUNTY
COMMITTEE

PRECINCT CAPTAIN
PRECINCT WORKERS

NATIONAL CHAIRPERSON CONGRESSIONAL
CAMPAIGN 
COMMITTEE

SENATORIAL
CAMPAIGN 
COMMITTEE

NATIONAL
CONVENTION

 In the past, conventions were suspenseful events. Delegates 
from around the country decided on their presidential 
candidate. Today, however, the identity of the candidate is 
already known when the convention begins. Still, the 
convention is an important time for building party unity. It also 
launches the election campaign. 
 The major parties also have campaign committees for the 
party’s candidates for Congress. These committees raise money. 
They also give advice and support to the candidates.

State and Local Organizations 
The 50 state committees work to elect party candidates to state 
offi ces. These include the offi ces of governor, state legislator, 
and others. The committees also help to elect their parties’ 
candidates to national offi ces.
 At the local level, parties have thousands of city, town, and 
county committees. The county chairperson, who runs the 
county committee, often has a great deal of power. 
 Each city or county is divided into election districts called 
precincts. A precinct (PREE•sihng t) is a geographic area that 
has a specifi c number of voters. A precinct could be an entire 
small town, or it might be a group of adjacent neighborhoods in 
a large city. 

 caucus  a meeting of political party 

members to conduct party business

precinct  a geographic area that 

contains a specifi c number of voters

Academic Vocabulary

adjacent located next to

  national committee  
representatives from the 50 state 

party organizations who run a 

political party

 •  plurality
•  majority 

  Political parties are organized 
from the national to the local 
level. 

 Naming Who directs the 

work of each of the levels of 

the party: national, state, and 

local? 

   CRITICAL THINKING
 Making Inferences From 

this chart, what do you think 

is one important task of the 

national committee? 

1

2

ORGANIZATION OF POLITICAL PARTIES  CHART SKILLS
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Readingeading HELPDESKDESK

Party Volunteers
Volunteers for political parties 
enjoy the feeling of being closely 
involved in something that 
matters to them. Have you ever 
volunteered to work on a project 
that was important to you? How 
did that make you feel?

Why It 
MATTERS

 Each precinct appoints a captain. Party leaders depend on 
precinct captains to build the party at the local level. Precinct 
captains organize volunteers to distribute leafl ets and register 
 voters. They also help get voters to the polls on Election Day.

Political Machines
Sometimes a local party organization grows very powerful. 
Then, year after year, its candidates win every election. Such a 
strong organization is called a political machine. In the late 
1800s and early 1900s, these groups ran many cities. There were 
few social systems in place to help the poor. The machines 
provided jobs and other aid to those who voted for them. 
 One famous political machine was New York City’s 
Tammany Hall. Its leader was William Marcy “Boss” Tweed. 
He and his friends grew rich by taking illegal payments from 
businesses. Many in the Tweed machine ended up in prison.

Most people now agree that political machines are harmful. 
When one party is in power for too long, it is more likely to 

ign ore people’s needs. Machines 
also run the risk of public offi cials 
becoming corrupt, as happened 
with Tweed’s machine.

Becoming Involved in a 
Political Party 
In the United States, you do not 
have to join a political party in 
order to vote. However, parties 
offer citizens a great way to 
participate in politics. Political 
parties do all they can to attract 
members. In addition, they 
welcome whoever wishes to 
belong. Party members can do 
volunteer work for the party. Very 
active members can help shape 
the party’s position on issues.

PROGRESS CHECK

Explaining How do higher-level party 
leaders depend on precinct leaders?  

“Bos s” Tweed ran the famous 
Tammany Hall political machine of 
New York City.  

▲

CRITICAL THINKING
Analyzing Does the cartoonist believe 

Tweed can be kept in jail? Explain.   

  political machine  a strong party organization that 

can control political appointments and deliver votes

294 Political Parties
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Selecting Party Candidates 
GUIDING QUESTION How do political parties nominate candidates?

In the United States, citizens can run for almost any public offi ce 
in the land. Yet when it comes time to elect a candidate to offi ce, 
voters often have a choice between just two candidates, one 
from each major party. How are candidates chosen to run in an 
election? One of the major jobs of political parties is to 
nominate, or choose, candidates for offi ce. To do so, parties 
typically use the direct primary. In a direct primary, voters 
choose candidates to represent a party in a general election. 

  Types of Primary Elections 
There are two main forms of the direct primary: closed and 
open. They differ in terms of which voters can take part.
 Most states hold a closed primary. In this case, only party 
members can vote. For example, only Republicans can vote in 
the Republican Party’s primary.
 Some people favor the closed primary. They say that it 
prevents members of one party from crossing over into the other 
party’s primary to vote for weak candidates. These weak 
candidates would then be easy to defeat in the general election.

  direct primary  an election in which 

voters choose candidates to represent each 

political party in a general election 

  closed primary  an election in which 

only the declared members of a political 

party are allowed to vote for that party’s 

nominees

 Political campaigns rely on the energy 
and passion of campaign volunteers. 
Supporters of John McCain and Mitt 
Romney compete for attention during 
the 2008 presidential Republican Party 
primaries. 

▲

 CRITICAL THINKING
Evaluating Why is the primary an 

important process for a political party? 

Lesson 2 295

SS.7.C.2.8 Identify America’s current political 

parties, and illustrate their ideas about 

government.

NGSSS covered in 

“Selecting Party Candidates”
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Readingeading HELPDESKDESK

 Others oppose the closed primary. They say that it prevents 
independent voters from taking part in primaries. In most 
states, voters who do not belong to a party cannot vote in either 
major party’s primary. For this reason, some states have an 
open primary. In these elections, any registered voter can vote 
in a primary.

Winning a Primary 
The candidate who wins the primary is typically the one  who 
gets a plurality, or the most votes. A candidate with a plurality 
wins even if his or her share is less than 50 percent of all the 
votes cast. 
 In a few states, the winner must have a majority. This means 
the winning candidate must get more than 50 percent of the 
total votes. Sometimes, no candidate receives a majority in the 
primary. When this happens, the party holds a second primary 
called a runoff. The two candidates with the most votes take 
part in this primary. The winner of the runoff becomes the 
party’s candidate in the general election. 
 Most offi ces have only one offi ceholder: one mayor, one 
representative for a district. Sometimes, though, more than one 
type of position is vacant in the same election. A city might have 
several city council members, for instance. In these cases, a 
party can nominate more than one candidate. It will choose the 
top vote-getters in the primary.

 Political parties work to elect the 
candidates they nominate. One way 
they do this is by having volunteers 
try to persuade voters to vote for the 
party’s candidate. 

▲

 CRITICAL THINKING
Making Generalizations Why is 

support from parties important for 

candidates?

 open primary  an election in which 

voters need not declare their party preference

  plurality  the most votes among all 

those running for a political offi  ce

 majority  a number that is more than 

50 percent of the total

296 Political Parties

 Primaries in Florida
Florida has a closed primary 
system. In some states, voters can 
choose which party ballot to use 
for voting on Election Day. But in 
Florida, voters must register with 
the party of their choice 30 days 
before the election. However, 
voters can vote in races that are 
nonpartisan. Th ese may include 
races for school board members, 
judges, and city offi  cials.
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Third-Party Nominees 
Major political party candidates are 
always listed on the general election 
ballot. In most states, third-party 
candidates can also get on that ballot 
through the power of petition. A 
petition is a paper that offi cially asks 
that a person be placed on the ballot as 
a candidate. The candidate must then 
get enough qualifi ed voters to sign 
the petition papers.

PROGRESS CHECK

Contrasting What is the diff erence between an 
open and a closed primary? 

 Other Political Party 
Functions
GUIDING QUESTION What other roles do political parties play?

The main purpose of political parties in the United States is to 
elect candidates to offi ce. Parties also play another important 
role. They help the people of the United States practice self-
government. Political parties enable citizens to communicate 
with their government leaders and help ensure that the 
government remains responsive to the needs of the people. 
Political parties 

•  support candidates
• communicate with citizens
•  run the government
•  link different parts of government
•  act as a watchdog over government

Supporting Candidates 
After a political party names its candidates, it helps them try 
to win the general election. Parties raise money for several 
purposes. They use funds to pay for campaign appearances, to 
buy ads, and to pay workers. Party workers and volunteers 
register citizens to vote. On Election Day, they try to make sure 
that their supporters go to the polls.

Third-party candidates like Michael 
Badnarik, the 2004 Libertarian candidate 
for president, have to do many things for 
themselves, including handing out 
bumper stickers to potential supporters.

▲

 CRITICAL THINKING
Comparing How do you think the level of 

support a third party can off er its candidates 

compares with what the major parties can 

off er theirs?

 Reading Strategy: Identifying

When you read, it is useful to identify details related to a topic. Create and fi ll in a graphic 

organizer that shows how political parties use the funds they raise to help meet their goals.  

Lesson 2 297  297

LA.7.1.7.1

SS.7.C.2.8 Identify America’s current political 

parties, and illustrate their ideas about 

government.

SS.7.C.2.10 Examine the impact of media, 

individuals, and interest groups on 

monitoring and influencing government.

NGSSS covered in 

“Other Political Party Functions”
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 Communicating with the People 
Parties help citizens and candidates talk to each other. This helps 
government work in two ways. First, through speeches, printed 
material, and ads, candidates tell voters where they stand on issues. 
Second, candidates listen to what citizens have to say on the issues. 
 Sometimes people feel strongly about an issue. They may 
oppose a government policy. They may want new laws on a 
particular issue. A political movement that begins with the 
people is known as a grassroots movement. When a grassroots 
movement becomes strong enough, a political party often 
adopts its ideas. Sometimes these movements gain enough 
strength to become a third party.

  Running Diff erent Parts of Government 
Political parties play a key role in running the government. 
Congress and most state legislatures are organized based on 
party membership. Leaders within the legislature work hard to 
make sure that all the lawmakers in their party support the 
party’s position on any bills being discussed.

At meetings with voters, candidates 
listen to voters express their views 
on issues. 

 CRITICAL THINKING
Analyzing How does this activity 

improve self-government?

Reading Strategy: Summarizing

To summarize a reading, you fi nd the main idea and restate it in your own 

words. Read about how political parties help people communicate. On a 

separate sheet of paper, summarize the reading in one or two sentences.

298 Political Parties

 Media Campaign
Because Florida is a big and 
populous state, candidates for 
statewide offi  ce oft en rely on 
television to communicate with 
voters. Buying television ads is 
expensive. So candidates rely on 
their parties to help pay for ads. 
SS.7.C.2.10
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 Review Vocabulary

1. How might a precinct be involved with a political 

machine?

2. Explain the diff erence between a plurality and a 

majority in terms of choosing a candidate for a primary.

Answer the Guiding Questions

3.  Summarizing Describe the general organization 

of political parties, from the national to the local 

level. 

4.  Explaining What is the main method that 

political parties use to choose candidates for offi  ce? 

Who takes part in this process in most states? 

5.  Evaluating Other than choosing candidates 

for offi  ce, what do you think is a party’s most 

important function? Why? 

6.   PERSUASIVE WRITING Write a paragraph 

explaining why you think primaries should be 

either open or closed.

LESSON 2 REVIEWREVIEW

 Parties play a role in the executive branch as well. The 
president, governors, and some mayors have the power to appoint 
individuals to fi ll certain high-level jobs. The executives usually 
name people who believe in their party’s ideas. In this way, leaders 
can count on their top aides to carry out policies they support.

  Linking Diff erent Levels of Government
Political parties also help offi cials at different levels or branches of 
government work together. Suppose the mayor of Tampa, Florida, 
and the governor of Florida are from the same party. If so, they are 
likely to have similar goals and ideas. They might even have 
worked together on campaigns or party business in the past. 
 These connections can make it easier for them to join forces 
to address problems that affect both the city and the state. What 
if a majority of lawmakers belong to the same party as the chief 
executive? Then the legislative and executive branches are likely 
to work closely together to pass laws the party favors.

Acting as a Watchdog 
Between elections, one political party is out of power. This is the 
party that lost the elections for president, governor, or 
congressional seats. This party then acts as a watchdog over the 
party in power. It tries to make sure that members of that party 
do not misuse or abuse their power. 
 The party out of power is often called the opposition party. 
The opposition gives voice to people who disagree with the 
ideas of the party in power. In this way, the opposition party 
hopes to attract voters. This role also forces the party in power 
to pay attention to the views of a wide range of people.

PROGRESS CHECK

Making Generalizations How do political parties help the American people 
practice self-government? 
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Activities

Write your answers on a separate sheet of paper.

1 Writing Activity

EXPLORING THE ESSENTIAL QUESTION

 How do citizens, both individually and collectively, infl uence government 
policy?

 Make a pamphlet explaining how citizens can play an active role in infl uencing 

government policy. Research diff erent ways citizens can be involved. You might 

interview a party or group activist. Explain whether you think a citizen has more 

infl uence on policy by working as an individual or within a political party. Include 

activities citizens can perform as individuals and as part of a group. 

2 21st Century Skills

ANALYZING Create a media presentation analyzing the positions of the Democratic 

and Republican parties on three issues you care about, such as education, security, or 

the environment. Look for information in sources such as party Web sites, newspapers, 

and television news shows. Review the information about each party’s position on the 

issues you chose. Then create a media presentation with slides on each issue. Briefl y 

state each party’s view and its good or bad points. Share your slide show with the class.

3 Being an Active Citizen

 In a small group, identify an issue in your school or community that needs attention, 

such as creating a community garden or a new food bank. Write a letter to the local 

offi  ces of the two major political parties and one smaller party explaining the problem 

and your idea for a solution. Ask them for comments and suggestions. As a group, 

prepare a presentation comparing the party responses. Which supported your idea? 

Which did not? Did they off er other solutions that made sense? 

4 Understanding Visuals

  Examine this political cartoon about the 

government defi cit. A defi cit occurs when the 

government spends more money than it 

takes in. What are the two characters saying? 

How do the statements of the two symbols 

refl ect party beliefs? What point is the 

cartoonist making? Does the cartoonist think 

one party is more realistic than the other? 
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Assessment

REVIEW THE GUIDING QUESTIONS 

Directions: Choose the best answer for each question.

1  What is a party platform?

 A. a place where party leaders meet
 B. a statement of a party’s beliefs and positions
 C. a method a party uses to contact followers
 D. a list of a party’s candidates

2   What parties became the chief rivals starting in the 1850s?

 F. Democratic-Republicans and Federalists
 G. Federalists and National Republicans
 H. Republicans and Democrats
 I. Whigs and Democrats

3  What type of third party is most likely to last a long time?

 A. ideological party
 B. independent party
 C. single-issue party
 D. leader-centered party

4  In what kind of election can any registered voter help to choose a party’s 
candidates?

 F. closed primary
 G. general election
 H. open primary
 I. party primary

5  What is the name for a political organization so strong that its candidates 
win elections year after year?

 A. county committee
 B. political machine
 C. political party
 D. political monopoly

6   A key role of a political party that is out of power is to

 F. select third-party candidates.
 G. run the government.
 H. hold a closed primary.
 I. act as a watchdog over the party in power.

Chapter Activities and Assessment 301

CHAPTER 10

SS.7.C.2.8

SS.7.C.2.8
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SS.7.C.2.8
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NGSSS assessed in 

Chapter 10 Activities

SS.7.C.2.3 Experience the responsibili-

ties of citizens at the local, state, or federal 

levels.

SS.7.C.2.10 Examine the impact of 

media, individuals, and interest groups on 

monitoring and infl uencing government. 

LA.7.1.7.3 The student will determine 

the main idea or essential message in 

grade-level or higher texts through 

inferring, paraphrasing, summarizing, and 

identifying relevant details.

SS.7.C.2.3 Experience the responsibili-

ties of citizens at the local, state, or federal 

levels.

SS.7.C.2.8 Identify America’s current 

political parties, and illustrate their ideas 

about government. 

SS.7.C.2.10 Examine the impact of 

media, individuals, and interest groups on 

monitoring and infl uencing government.

LA.7.1.6.1 The student will use new 

vocabulary that is introduced and taught 

directly.

LA.7.1.7.3 The student will determine 

the main idea or essential message in 

grade-level or higher texts through 

inferring, paraphrasing, summarizing, and 

identifying relevant details.

 NGSSS assessed in 

Chapter 10 Assessment
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(continued)Assessment
DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTIONS

Directions: Analyze the document and answer the questions that follow.

This is a passage from the platform of the Bull Moose Party, a third party 
that competed in the 1912 presidential election.

“ Political parties exist to secure responsible government and to execute 
[carry out] the will of the people.
 From these great tasks both of the old parties have turned aside. Instead 
of instruments to promote the general welfare, they have become the tools of 
corrupt interests which use them . . . to serve their selfi sh purposes.” 

7 Identifying The platform says that the two purposes of a political party are 
running the government responsibly and

 A. winning elections.
 B. carrying out the will of the people.
 C. gaining political power.
 D. collecting needed campaign funds.

8 Drawing Conclusions According to the platform, how had the major 
parties failed?

 F. by taking away citizens’ right to vote
 G. by joining together instead of competing
 H. by doing the will of corrupt interests
 I. by failing to fi nd good candidates

SHORT RESPONSE 
“ Good government policy should spur economic growth, and strengthen the 

private sector’s ability to create new jobs. . . .What government should not 
do is pile on more taxation, regulation [rules for businesses to follow], 
and litigation [lawsuits] that kill jobs and hurt the middle class.”

—Governor Bob McDonnell (Virginia), 2010 speech

9 What does Governor McDonnell think government should do?

10  What does Governor McDonnell believe government should not do?

EXTENDED RESPONSE

11    You are the chairperson of a political party. Write a short speech detailing 
the roles that political parties play.

DBQ

If You’ve Missed Question 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Review Lesson 1 1 1 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 2

Need Extra Help?
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