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Student Name:___________________________             Date:______________________ 

Civics  3rd Quarter Civics Study Guide 
Learning Goal: Students will understand the structure, function, and processes of the THREE BRANCHES of government, as well 

as its role in the lawmaking process at the federal level. 

The Federal Government: The Legislative Branch 

The Law Making Process: HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW 

Directions: Fill in the blanks below using the word bank. (YOU MAY USE A TERM MORE THAN ONCE) 

1. A citizen contacts their congressperson with a problem or an idea. 

2. Congress drafts a ______________.  

3. ______________________members research and discuss the bill.  

4. The _________________________________________________________ and the ___________________ must 

both vote “yes” with a ________________________on the bill for it to go to the _____________________________.  

5. The ________________________ can sign the bill into a _____________ or _____________ the bill.  

6. Congress can ______________ a veto with a ___________________________ vote in BOTH the House and Senate. 

Word Bank: bill, House of Representatives, Senate, President, committee, veto, override, majority, 2/3 majority, law 

Directions: Match the letter in the RIGHT column from the U.S. Constitution (A-H) with the correct description of the  
Structure of Congress in the left column (numbers 1-8) 

1. The Legislative branch is made up of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate.  
Letter_____ best matches 
 

A. Article I, Section II: “Representatives… shall be apportioned among 
the several states which may be included within this union, 
according to their respective numbers, which shall be determined by 
adding to the whole number of free persons…each state shall have 
at least one Representative;”  

2. Representatives serve two year terms. 
Letter_____ best matches 

B. Article I, Section II: “The House of Representatives shall choose their 
speaker and other officers;” 

3. Representatives must be 25 years old, a citizen 
for at least 7 years, and live in the state they 
represent. 
Letter_____ best matches 

C. Article I, Section III: “The Senate of the United States shall be 
composed of two Senators from each state, chosen by the 
legislature thereof, [elected by the people thereof…Amendment 17] 
for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote. 

4. Each state has at least one House member, and 
gets more Representatives in the House with 
more population. There are a total of 435 
members in the House elected by the people 
from the district in their state.  
Letter_____ best matches 

D. Article I, Section I: “All legislative powers herein granted shall be 
vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a 
Senate and House of Representatives.” 

5. The House of Representatives elect a Speaker of 
the House to be their leader.  
Letter_____ best matches 
 

E.  “The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the 
Senate, but shall have no vote, unless they be equally divided.” 
“The Senate shall choose their other officers, and also a President 
pro tempore, in the absence of the Vice President, or when he shall 
exercise the office of President of the United States.” 

6. Each state has 2 Senators elected by the people 
in their state for a 6 year term. There are a total 
of 100 Senators.  
Letter_____ best matches 

F. Article I, Section II: “No person shall be a Representative who shall 
not have attained to the age of twenty five years, and been seven 
years a citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when 
elected, be an inhabitant of that state in which he shall be chosen.” 

7. Senators must be 30 years old, a citizen for at 
least 9 years, and live in the state they 
represent.  
Letter_____ best matches 

G. Article I, Section III: “No person shall be a Senator who shall not 
have attained to the age of thirty years, and been nine years a 
citizen of the United States and who shall not, when elected, be an 
inhabitant of that state for which he shall be chosen.”  

8. If there is a tie vote in the Senate, the Vice 
President gets to vote and break the tie. The 
President Pro Tempore leads the Senate when 
the Vice President is absent.  
Letter_____ best matches 

H. Article I, Section II: “The House of Representatives shall be 
composed of members chosen every second year by the people of 
the several states,” 
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The Powers and Roles of Congress 

Expressed/Enumerated/Delegated Powers: Powers of Congress found DIRECTLY in the U.S. 
Constitution. 

Directions: Match the expressed powers below (1-9) with the image below (A-I) that BEST matches.  

1. Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution: “The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes” 
 
This power best matches with letter ____ 

  

 

2. Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution: “The Congress shall have power to…declare war” 
 
This power best matches with letter ____ 

3. Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution: “The Congress shall have power to…provide for 
the…general welfare” 
 
This power best matches with letter ____ 

4. Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution: “The Congress shall have power to…provide for the 
common defense…to raise and support armies”  
 

This power best matches with letter ____ 

5. Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution: “The Congress shall have power to…regulate commerce 
[trade] with foreign nations, and among the several states,” 

 
This power best matches with letter ____ 

6. Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution: “The Congress shall have power to…establish a uniform 
rule of naturalization”  

 
This power best matches with letter ____ 

7. Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution: “The Congress shall have power to…coin money  
 
This power best matches with letter ____ 

8. Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution: “The Congress shall have power to…establish post 
offices 

 
This power best matches with letter ____ 

9. Article 1, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution: “The House of Representatives…shall have the sole 
power of impeachment [removal from office].”  

Article 1, Section 3 of the U.S. Constitution: “The Senate shall have the sole power to try all 
impeachments. When the President of the United States is tried… no person shall be convicted without the 
concurrence [agreement] of two thirds of the members present…  

This power best matches with letter ____ 
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Implied Powers: powers of Congress that are “stretched” from expressed powers because of the necessary and proper/elastic clause. 

Directions: For each implied power below, match it up with the correct expressed power of Congress from the 
Constitution. (Found on page 2 of your study guide). (YOU MAY USE A POWER MORE THAN ONCE… you will use one power 3 TIMES) 

1. The Fair Labor Standards Act was passed by 
Congress to make sure that businesses pay 
their workers a “minimum wage,” which 
means they can’t give workers any less than a 
certain amount per hour. (currently $7.25) 

This implied power best matches with Congress’s expressed 
power to regulate commerce/trade because they are telling 
businesses that they must pay their workers a minimum amount 
per hour. 

2. The Selective Service Act of 1917 authorized 
the United States federal government to 
“draft” citizens into service during World War 
I and beyond.  

This implied power best matches with Congress’s expressed 
power to _________________________________ 

3. The 1964 Civil Rights Act forced businesses to 
stop segregating. (many only allowed white 
customers) 

This implied power best matches with Congress’s expressed 
power to _________________________________  

4. The Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) was 
passed by Congress with the goal of providing 
more Americans access to healthcare and to 
lower the costs of insurance.   

This implied power best matches with Congress’s expressed 
power to _________________________________  

5. The Sherman Anti-Trust Act (1890) allowed 
Congress to break up businesses or prevent 
them from having too much control over a 
market. (monopoly) 

This implied power best matches with Congress’s expressed 
power to _________________________________  

6. The Cuban Refugee Adjustment Act (1966) 
was passed by Congress to give all Cuban 
nationals currently living in the United States 
legal status.  

This implied power best matches with Congress’s expressed 
power to _________________________________  

7. According to section 7201 of federal tax law: 
Tax evasion or tax fraud, is the purposeful 
illegal attempt of a taxpayer to evade 
payment of a tax imposed by the federal 
government. Conviction of tax evasion may 
result in up to a $100,000 fine and 5 years 
imprisonment.  

This implied power best matches with Congress’s expressed 
power to _________________________________ 

 

 

Vocabulary Review -  
1. Debate a formal discussion on a particular topic in a public meeting or legislative assembly, in which opposing 

arguments are put forward. 

2. Vote To choose a side on a debate. A member of Congress “votes” yes or no on a bill to become a law. 

3. Bill A rough draft of a law in the legislative branch/Congress. An idea for a law that comes from citizens and/or 
Congress.  

4. Law A rule that must be followed or there are penalties. Passed by Congress/Legislative Branch. 

5. Veto The President uses this power to block or reject a bill from Congress from becoming a law. This can be 
overridden by Congress with a 2/3 majority.  

6. Bicameral Having 2 houses. (like Congress/Legislative Branch) “Bi” means two…like a bicycle has 2 wheels.  

7. Congress The Legislative Branch, made up of the House of Representatives and the Senate.  

8. Speaker of the 

House 

Leader of the House of Representatives.  

9. President Pro 

Tempore 

Leader of the Senate. (but the Vice President breaks a tied vote in the Senate) 

10. Filibuster A long speech by a congressperson intended to hold off a vote on a bill 

11. Cloture  When enough of Congress votes to end to a debate or filibuster, which forces a final decision on a bill 

12. Hopper a storage bin in Congress that holds bills proposed by Representatives  
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The Federal Government: The Executive Branch  

The Structure of the Presidency 

Directions: Match the letter in the RIGHT column from the U.S. Constitution (A-F) with the correct description of the  

Structure of the Presidency in the left column (numbers 1-6) 

 

1. The President is the head of the Executive Branch 

 

Letter_____ best matches 

A.  Article II, Section 1: “He shall hold his Office 

during the Term of four Years, and, together with 

the Vice President, chosen for the same Term, be 

elected…” 

2. The President is elected to a 4 year term with the 

Vice President 

 

Letter_____ best matches 

B.  Amendment XXV (25), Section 2: “Whenever 

there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice 

President, the President shall nominate a Vice 

President who shall take office upon confirmation 

by a majority vote of both Houses of Congress.” 

3. The President must be a natural born citizen, 35 

years old, and has lived in the U.S. for at least 14 

years.  

 

Letter_____ best matches 

 

C.   Amendment XXV (25), Section 1: “In case of the 
removal of the President from office or of his death 
or resignation, the Vice President shall become 
President.” 
Presidential Succession Act of 1947: “If…there is 
neither a President nor Vice President to discharge 
the powers and duties of the office of President, 
then the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
shall act as President. If…there is no Speaker…then 
the President pro tempore of the Senate shall act as 
President. If…there is no President pro tempore to 
act as President…then the officer of the United 
States who is highest on the following list…shall act 
as President: Secretary of State…” 

4. The President can only be elected to serve TWO 

terms. 

 

Letter_____ best matches 

 

 

 

D.   Article II, Section 1: “No Person except a 

natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United 

States, at the time of the Adoption of this 

Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of 

President; neither shall any person be eligible to 

that Office who shall not have attained to the Age 

of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a 

Resident within the United States.” 

5. If the President is removed from office 

(impeached), dies, or quits, then the Vice President 

takes over. This is the order of who becomes 

President after that: the Speaker of the House, 

President pro tempore of the Senate, Secretary of 

State. 

Letter_____ best matches 

E. Amendment XXII (22), Section 1: “No person 

shall be elected to the office of the President more 

than twice, and no person who has held the office 

of President, or acted as President, for more than 

two years of a term to which some other person 

was elected President shall be elected to the office 

of President more than once.”  

6. If a Vice President becomes President, then they 

have to nominate a new Vice President who must 

be approved by the House and Senate. (checks and 

balances) 

Letter_____ best matches 

F. Article II, Section 1: “The executive Power shall 

be vested in a President of the United States of 

America.” 



Civics 3rd Quarter Civics Study Guide                 Page 7 

The Powers of the Presidency 

Directions:   
Match each of the Presidential Powers/Responsibilities listed below in the left column, numbers (1-8), with the excerpts 
from Article II and Article I of the U.S. Constitution below in the right column, letters (A-H). 

1. Sign (approve) or veto (reject) bills from 

Congress 

Letter_____ best matches 

A. Article II, Section 2: “The President shall be Commander in 

Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of 

the Militia of the several States, when called into the 

actual Service of the United States…” 

2. Leader of the Armed Forces/Military 

Letter_____ best matches 

B. Article II, Section 2: “he shall have Power to grant 

Reprieves and Pardons for Offenses against the United 

States, except in Cases of Impeachment.”  

3. Ask his advisers, who lead the departments 

of the executive branch, for their opinion on 

different issues. 

Letter_____ best matches 

C. Article II, Section 2: “He shall have Power, by and with the 

Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, 

provided two thirds of the Senators present concur;” 

4. Update Congress on how things are going in 

the country 

Letter_____ best matches 

D. Article II, Section 2: “he may require the Opinion, in 

writing, of the principal Officer in each of the executive 

Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of 

their respective Offices…”  

5. Can choose new Supreme Court justices, 

federal judges, ambassadors and appoint 

new cabinet members (with the Senate’s 

approval...this is Checks and Balances) 

Letter_____ best matches 

E. Article II, Section 2: “he shall nominate, and by and with 

the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint 

Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges 

of the Supreme Court, and all other Officers of the United 

States”  

6. Power to carry out (enforce/execute) the 

laws 

Letter_____ best matches 

F. Article II, Section 3: “He shall from time to time give to the 

Congress Information of the State of the Union, and 

recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he 

shall judge necessary and expedient” 

7. Can make treaties with other countries as 

CHIEF DIPLOMAT (with 2/3 of the Senate’s 

approval...this is Checks and Balances) 

Letter_____ best matches 

G. Article I, Section 7: “Every Bill which shall have passed the 

House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it 

become a Law, be presented to the President of the United 

States; If he approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall 

return it”  

8. Can pardon someone from a federal crime, 

which gets them out of jail or stops the 

death penalty...this CHECKS the power of 

the Judicial Branch.  

Letter_____ best matches 

H. Article II, Section 3: “he shall take Care that the Laws be 

faithfully executed,”  
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The Federal Government: The Judicial Branch  

The Powers and Roles of the Judicial Branch 

1. The Pyramid to the right 
represents the Federal Court 
System.  
 

Write in the different LEVELS 

of the Federal court system in 

the pyramid, with the lowest 

level starting at the bottom.  

 

Use the word bank below: 

 

U.S. Supreme Court,  

U.S. District Courts, 

U.S. Courts of Appeals 

 

 
 

Use the word bank below to fill in the blanks.  
 
Article III (3) in the U.S. Constitution gives the _________________branch the power to interpret the laws. 
However, a court must have jurisdiciton  over the issue, which means the legal ability to hear a case. For 
example, someone who is accused of a crime that breaks Florida’s laws must first go to a lower court in 
Florida. A jury looks at evidence and makes a verdict/decision if someone is guilty for a crime or if they are 
responsible in a civil dispute. At the lowest court, you can ____________ a decision to a higher court if you feel 
like you had an unfair trial or verdict in some way. Judges in appellate or Supreme courts interpret the laws 
by giving their ____________/a detailed explanation of their legal decision. They base their decision on legal 
______________, which means they look at cases about a topic that came BEFORE/from the past. If a law is 
_____________________, it means it follows the rules of the Constitution. If a law is __________________________________, 
it means that it violates or goes against the Constitution in some way. The ___________________________________has 
the power of ________________________________, which means they can decide if a law violates the Constititon or 
not. If they decide that the law does violate the Constititon, then they can cancel/ __________________ the law. 
There are _____ Supreme Court Justices and the leader of the court is called the _______________________________. 
In order for a decision to be made, there must be a  simple majority vote of _____ justices voting together out 
of 9 total. 
 

Word Bank: 
opinion, unconstitutional, Judicial Review, appeal, chief justice, precedent, constitutional, 9, Supreme Court, 
nullify, 5, judicial, jurisdiction 

 

What is the appointment process to become a Justice on the Supreme Court? 

Word Bank: nominate/appoint, lifetime, President, confirm/approve, Senate 
Fill in the blank with the correct words above. 

 
The ____________________gets to __________________Supreme Court justices, and the ____________ has to 
__________________ with a majority vote. Justices on the Supreme Court serve _________________ terms in office.  
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Learning Goal: Students will understand the concepts of separation of powers and checks and balances, as outlined in the Constitution. 
 

I. Checks and Balances Chart Directions: For each government power below, identify the branch doing the checking and the 

branch being checked. . All answers are found in the previous pages of the study guide. There is an example below. 

Power 
Which Branch Has The Power? Which Branch's Power is Being Checked? 

(Could be more than one) 

 1) Create and pass 
legislation.   
  

Ex: Legislative Branch (found on page 
1…how a bill becomes a law) 

Executive Branch, Judicial Branch (they must all 
follow these laws…the executive carries them out 
and the Judicial must interpret them) 

2) Veto bills.   
 

Ex: Executive Branch/President…found 
on page 1…how a bill becomes a law 

Legislative Branch (they create the bills and are 
limited in what bills can become laws by a veto) 

3) Ratify/approve treaties.     

4) Nominate/Appoint Federal 
judges and secretaries of 
departments.  

  

5) Impeachment of federal 
officials. 

  

6) Confirm the appointment of 
presidential appointments. 
(Like federal judges, 
secretaries of departments, 
etc...) 

  

7) Declare laws 
unconstitutional.   

  

8) Override Presidential 
Vetoes.   
 

  

9) Federal Judges have lifetime 
appointments/terms. 

  

10) Controls appropriations of 
money, approves budget.  

  

11) Presidential Pardon for 
federal offenses 

  

Sample Test Questions for this unit: 

Can you answer these sample test questions about this unit correctly? Use information from eCampus/class websites, your 

online text, or general internet searches if need be. 

*The scenario below describes a government 

process. 

 

A bill was passed. It was vetoed. The veto was 

overridden. Three years later the law was found to 

be unconstitutional. 

 

According to the scenario, in what order did the 

branches of government exercise their power? 

 

A.  legislative, executive, judicial, legislative  

B.  legislative, executive, legislative, judicial  

C.  executive, legislative, executive, judicial  

D.  judicial, executive, legislative, judicial  

*According to the chart below, what should Step 3, Section A state? 

 

 
A.  The House of Representatives debates and votes.  

B.  Committees sign or veto bill.  

C.  Citizens vote on bill.  

D.  Special interest groups vote on bill. 
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------------------------------------------------------------------- 

*Which of the following must happen to overrule a 

veto by the President? 

 

A.  Two thirds of the House of Representatives 

must vote to override a veto.  

B.  Two thirds of both houses of Congress must 

vote to override a veto.  

C.  Three fourths of the Senate must vote to 

override a veto.  

D.  Three fourths of both houses of Congress 

must vote to override a veto.  

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Which of the following is an example of an "implied" 

power?   

A.  Congress uses the selective service system 

to raise an army.  

B.  Congress votes to raise income taxes.  

C.  Congress declares war on a country for 

sponsoring terrorism.  

D.  Congress votes to confirm a Presidential 

appointment to the Supreme Court. 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Which of the following newspaper headlines 

describes the operation of checks and balances?  

A.  New York State Rejects Federal Regulations 

on Drug Testing  

B.  Senate Rejects President's Choice of 

Supreme Court Justice  

C.  Florida to Gain Two Seats in the House of 

Representatives  

D.  Albany County Receives $4 Million from 

Congress for Rail System 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

*Read the following scenario and answer the 

question below: 

Congress has just passed a bill, and the President 

has approved it. 

 

Which statement BEST explains how the law can still 

be prevented from being enacted? 

   

A.  The Speaker of the House can veto the law.  

B.  The people in each state can vote against 

the law.  

C.  The governors in each state can refuse to 

approve the law.  

D.  The Supreme Court can determine the 

unconstitutionality of the law.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

*The document above is a re-creation of a presidential action. What 

step must take place for Sandra Day O'Connor to become a U.S. 

Supreme Court Associate Justice? 

   
A.  judicial oversight  

B.  judicial review  

C.  confirmation  

D.  appointment  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

*Which statement about the Senate is TRUE? 

   

A.  Each member represents one Congressional district.  

B.  It has two members from each state.  

C.  There are 435 members.  

D.  Members are apportioned by state population.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

*What does the 

writing on the backs 

of the players 

represent? 

 

A.  the powers of the 

legislative and 

executive branches  

B.  the powers of the 

state and federal 

governments  

C.  the powers of the 

legislative and 

judicial branches  

D.  the powers of the 

executive and 

judicial branches  
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II. The Bill of Rights and other Amendments: (Includes “Amending the Constitution”)  
Learning Goals: *The student will be able to evaluate the Bill of Rights and other amendments to the Constitution, in 
relation to the viewpoints of the Federalists and Anti-Federalists. 
*The student will be able to explain the constitutional amendment process. 

Amending the Constitution 

What is the process/steps to 
amend the US Constitution?   
 
FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH THE 
CORRECT TERM FROM THE 
FOLLOWING WORD BANK: 

 2/3 (use this term twice) 

 3/4 (use this term twice) 

 Ratify/Approve 

 Propose (introduce) 

 state legislatures 

 Congress 

 
Amend: TO CHANGE...an amendment to the Constitution can CHANGE what is already in 
it.  

Why did the Founding Fathers include the 
amendment process in the constitution?  

 

The Bill of Rights Directions:  Over the next few pages are the first 10 amendments in the U.S. Constitution called the “Bill of Rights.” IN 
THE RIGHT COLUMN below are a list of the REAL AMENDMENTS in the Bill of Rights that are mixed up in order. Use the PARAPHRASED 
(simpler language) Amendments from the Bill of Rights in the LEFT column (Amendments 1-10) to fill in the blanks in the right column.   

PARAPHRASED Bill of Rights… 
 
1st Amendment: Freedom of Religion, Assembly, Speech, 
Petition, and the Press: Congress cannot pass laws that take 
away the freedom to worship as you wish, or limit freedoms 
of speech, press (the ability to write what you want), to 
petition the government (getting signatures on paper to 
show support for a cause), or peacefully assemble/gather 
and protest. Lying or threatening others is NOT free speech.  
 
2nd Amendment: Right to Bear Arms-States can allow 
people to keep weapons in their homes. 
 
3rd Amendment: Limits on the Quartering of Soldiers: 
People don’t have to allow soldiers to stay in their homes 
during peacetime, nor in wartime unless a special rule is 
made by the government. 
 
4th Amendment: Privacy/Limits on Searches and Seizures: 
Unless the government (including the police) has good 
reason (evidence and a search warrant or probable cause), 
people, their homes, and their things cannot be searched or 
taken away.  

THE REAL Bill of Rights (NOT IN ORDER…fill in the blanks with the right #) 
 
Amendment ____: “The powers not delegated to the United States by 
the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the 
States respectively, or to the people.” 

Amendment ____: “No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any 
house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a 
manner to be prescribed by law.” 

Amendment ___: “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances.” 

Amendment ____: “The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain 
rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the 
people.” 
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5th Amendment: The Right to Due Process of Law, Including 
Protection against Self- Incrimination 
People don’t have to give evidence against themselves in 
court or interrogation. (They can be silent and not take the 
witness stand in a trial) If they have been found innocent of 
a crime, they can’t be tried again for the same crime. 
(Double jeopardy) People have to be treated fairly by the 
law, and cannot have their lives, liberty, or property taken 
away from them unless it is fair. (Due Process) Habeas 
Corpus means that if someone is held by the government 
then there has to be a good reason to hold them. (Evidence 
for a trial) Private property cannot be taken for public use, 
without fair compensation. This is called eminent domain.  
 
6th Amendment: The Right to Legal Counsel and a Fair Trial: 
People accused of a crime can have a lawyer and a trial by 
jury. They have to be told what they are accused of, they 
can ask questions about it, and they can call witnesses in a 
trial on their behalf.  
 
7th Amendment: The Right to a Trial by Jury in Civil Cases: If 
a disagreement between people is about something more 
than $20.00, they have the right to a jury trial. 
 
8th Amendment: Unfair Punishment is Forbidden: Fines have 
to be fair. And people found guilty cannot be punished in a 
cruel or unusual way that is not allowed by law. 
 
9th Amendment: Unlisted Rights of the People: People have 
rights besides the ones that are listed in the Constitution. 
Just because all of the people’s rights aren’t listed, doesn’t 
mean they can be violated.  
 
10th Amendment: States’ Rights: Any powers not explicitly 
given to the federal government in the Constitution are 
given to the States and the people. 

Amendment ____: “In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy 
the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and 
district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall 
have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the 
nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses 
against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his 
favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defense.” 

Amendment ____: “A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the 
security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, 
shall not be infringed.” 

Amendment ____: “In Suits at common law, where the value in 
controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be 
preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in 
any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the 
common law.” 

Amendment _____: “No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or 
otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a 
Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the 
Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall 
any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of 
life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness 
against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due 
process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without 
just compensation.” 

Amendment ____: “Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive 
fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted” 

Amendment ____: “The right of the people to be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, 
shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable 
cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the 
place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.” 

DIRECTIONS: Each source set below contains grievances/complaints against the King from the Declaration of Independence or quotes 
from the founding fathers at the Constitutional Convention. Match each source with the correct amendment(s) from the BILL OF RIGHTS 
(1-10) that best addresses/fix the concerns in the source. The list of amendments from the BILL OF RIGHTS is above.  
 
Source set 1:  
“He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.” (from the Declaration of 
Independence) 
 
 “He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us.” (from the Declaration of 
Independence)  
Hint: The Battle of Lexington and Concord, which started the Revolutionary War, started because the King tried to take something away from the 
colonists that would have allowed them to protect themselves against the government.  
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Amendment ____ BEST fits with these grievances because… 
Source set 2:  
“For depriving us in many cases, of the benefit of Trial by Jury,” (from the Declaration of Independence) 
Hint: the King took away DUE PROCESS from the colonists.  
 
Amendments ___, ____, AND ___, BEST fit with these grievances because… 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------- 
Source set 3:  
“For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent.” (from the Declaration of Independence)  
Hint: Stamp Act (tax on newspapers that limited freedom of PRESS) 
 
“He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant (hint: their right to assemble was taken)…for the 
sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.” (from the Declaration of Independence) 
 
“He has dissolved Representative Houses (hint: the got rid of representatives which allow for a democracy with freedom of speech) repeatedly, 
for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.”  
 
Amendment ____ BEST fits with these grievances because… 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------- 
Source set 4: 
“For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us.” (from the Declaration of Independence) 
“He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.” (from the Declaration of 
Independence) 
Hint: The Quartering Act violated the PRIVACY of the colonists. 
 
Amendments ___ AND ____ BEST fit with these grievances because… 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------- 
Source set 5:  
The following were forms of punishment for treason (crimes against the King) in England during the time of the writing of the 
Declaration of Independence:  

 Hanging, drawing and quartering (dragged/drawn by a horse to an execution and chopped into 4 pieces) 

 public dissecting 

 burning alive 

 disemboweling  

-From the Treason Act of 1351 
*(Remember that the founding fathers were accused of treason for rebelling against the King) 
 
Amendment ____ BEST fits with this source because… 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Source set 6: 
"[There] has been objections against a Bill of Rights, that, by [listing] particular exceptions to [government] power, it would [limit] 
those rights which were not placed in that enumeration [numbered list]; and it might [be implied] that those rights which were not 
singled out, were intended to be [given to the Federal] Government…This is one of the most plausible arguments I have ever heard 
against the admission of a bill of rights into this system; but, I conceive, that it may be guarded against.” – James Madison (Virginia 
Delegate) 
 
In…the republic of America, the power surrendered by the people, is first divided between [the national and the state/local] 
governments, and then…subdivided [into] separate [branches]. A double security [protects] the rights of the people.  The different 
governments will control each other; at the same time that each will be controlled by itself.” (Checks and balances)- James Madison 
(Virginia Delegate),  
 
Amendments ___ AND ___ BEST fit with these quotes from the Constitutional Convention because… 
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Directions: FILL IN THE BLANKS in the RIGHT COLUMN with the correct Amendments found from the U.S. Constitution in the 

LEFT column. (13th, 14th, 15th, 19th, 24th, or 26th Amendment)  

Amendment 13:  Section 1. “Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except 
as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, 
shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.”  
 
Amendment 14: Section 1. “All persons born or naturalized in the United 
States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States 
and of the state wherein they reside. No state shall make or enforce any law 
which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United 
States; nor shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the 
equal protection of the laws.” 
 
Amendment 15: Section 1. “The right of citizens of the United States to vote 
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on 
account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.” 
 
Amendment 19: “The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on account of sex.” 
 
Amendment 24: Section 1. “The right of citizens of the United States to vote 
in any primary or other election for President or Vice President, for electors 
for President or Vice President, or for Senator or Representative in Congress, 
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or any state by reason of 
failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.” 
 
Amendment 26: Section 1. “The right of citizens of the United States, who are 
18 years of age or older, to vote, shall not be denied or abridged by the United 
States or any state on account of age.” 
 
 

Amendment______: Younger voting age: The draft lottery 

for selective service was very unpopular during the Vietnam 

War. “Old enough to fight, old enough to vote” became the 

rallying cry of anti-war protesters and draft dodgers. In 1971, 

Congress proposed, and states ratified, this amendment 

which changed the voting age from 21 to 18. 

 

Amendment______: Outlaws Slavery: Abolishes 

(ends/destroys) slavery and involuntary servitude. 

 

Amendment______: Outlaws Poll Taxes: States can no longer 

force citizens to pay taxes in order to vote. 

 

Amendment______: Citizenship and Equal Protection under 

the law: Originally gave freed slaves citizenship after the Civil 

War (Defines birthright citizenship) and guarantees that 

States must give all citizens equal rights and others found in 

the Bill of Rights.  

 

Amendment______: Women’s Suffrage: Women are given 

the right to vote.  

 

Amendment______: Voting rights for all races: After the Civil 

War, this amendment guaranteed that no one could be 

denied the right to vote because of their race.  

MULTIPART AMENDMENT MANIA: Use the word bank to fill in the blanks of the different parts of the amendments below: 

Word Bank terms: speedy, self-incrimination, petition, assembly, counsel, press, double jeopardy, confront witnesses, eminent 

domain, religion 

Amendment 1: Freedom of Speech, 

protest, _______/expression through 

writing, ____________ gathering together 

to discuss an issue, 

____________/worshiping as you please, 

and freedom to _____________ the 

government/getting signatures on paper 

to show support for a cause.  

Amendment 5: DUE PROCESS OF LAW, 

_______________/which means you can’t be 

tried for the same crime twice, the right to 

remain silent and not take the witness stand in 

your own trial which means no 

___________________, and 

_______________ means the government can 

only take your property if it’s for public use 

and they pay you with just compensation. 

Amendment 6: Rights to a Fair Trial which 

means the right to have_________/a lawyer-

attorney, a ________ trial so you don’t wait 

years, trial by jury, the right to call and 

____________________ on your behalf.  

Sample Test Questions for this unit:  

Which is an example of unprotected speech?  

A.  criticizing the government in a newspaper  

B.  placing a political campaign sign in your yard  

C.  publishing lies about another person  

D.  publicly disagreeing with a new law 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Why did this amendment fail?  

 

A.  It was not ratified by the President. 

B It was not ratified by the Senate.  

C.  It was not ratified by 38 states.   

D.  It was not ratified by 50 states. 
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Which 1st Amendment right are parents exercising when 

they sign a statement asking that a new school be built in 

their community?  

A.  assembly  

B.  petition  

C.  protest  

D.  religion 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Which group is the primary focus of the Bill of Rights?  

A.  politicians  

B.  individuals  

C.  cities  

D.  states 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The phrase below is one of the grievances found in the 

Declaration of Independence. 

 

 
Which rights listed in the Bill of Rights reflect this 

complaint?  

A.  equal protection, protection from cruel and 

unusual punishment, protection from self-incrimination.  

B.  equal protection, protection from double 

jeopardy, protection from self-incrimination.  

C.  due process of law, right to confront witnesses, 

right to eminent domain.  

D.  due process of law, right to confront witnesses, 

right to counsel 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Robert is unhappy with the current political party in 

Presidential office.  He decides to publicly voice his 

opinions in the middle of the city square with a speech 

outlining the faults of the party, the mistakes of the 

President, and the overall decline of the administration. 

 

This is an example of which First Amendment right?  

A.  Freedom of religion  

B.  Freedom of speech  

C.  Freedom of the press  

D.  Freedom to petition the government  

 

Which can vote on ratification of amendments to the U.S. Constitution?  

A.  president and vice-president  

B.  state Supreme Courts  

C.  state legislatures  

D.  federal courts 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

The statement below was written by Thomas Jefferson. 

 
Which conclusion does the statement support? SS.7.C.3.5 

A.  The amendment process allows the U.S. Constitution to reflect citizens' 

views over time.  

B.  The amendment process makes sure that the U.S. Constitution is 

formally approved.  

C.  The ratification process allows the U.S. Constitution to reflect 

presidents' views over time.  

D.  The ratification process makes sure that the U.S. Constitution is formally 

approved. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

The cartoon to the left shows an American 

woman in 1909. 

  

What impact on political participation is 

shown is shown by this cartoon?  

A.  parental rights for women  

B.  voting rights for women  

C.  custody rights for men  

D.  equal rights for men 

 

 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Why was the U.S. Constitution amended to abolish poll taxes?  

A.  To permit more eligible citizens to buy property.  

B.  To permit resident aliens to buy property.  

C.  To permit more eligible citizens to vote.  

D.  To permit resident aliens to vote.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

What was the major impact of the 13th, 14th, 15th, 19th, 24th and 26th 

amendment to the U.S. Constitution?  

A.  They decreased minority participation in the political process.  

B.  They decreased minority participation in social movements.  

C.  They increased minority participation in the political process.  

D.  They increased minority participation in the military. 
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III. Landmark Supreme Court Cases: Learning Goal: Students will be able to explain the significance and outcomes of landmark Supreme Court Cases. 

Example: 
Marbury v. 
Madison A 
 
--------------- 
Miranda v. 
Arizona_____ 
 
--------------- 
Tinker v. 
Des 
Moines___ 
 
--------------- 
Hazelwood 
v  
Kuhlmeier 
_____ 
 
--------------- 
 
Gideon v. 
Wainwright 
____ 
 
--------------- 
Plessy v. 
Ferguson 
_____ 
 
--------------- 
Brown v. 
Board of  
Education 
______ 
 
--------------- 
in re Gault  
_____ 
 
--------------- 
United 
States v. 
Nixon ______ 
 
--------------- 
 
Bush v. 
Gore ______ 

A. Background: A government worker argued about a job that a President promised him and took it to the Supreme 
Court directly.   

Significance: The Supreme Court confirmed that they have the power of “judicial review.” They can review acts of the 
other branches and decide if they are unconstitutional or not.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
B. Background: Two candidates were both running for President during the 2000 election and disputed the final vote 

total in Florida. The democratic candidate sued the state of Florida to have a hand recount of ballots in several 
counties.   

Significance: The Supreme Court ruled that the republican candidate was the winner because of the 14th amendment. If a 
recount would be done, then it would have to be done throughout all of Florida, not just some counties. (equal rights…each 
vote counts the same) However, since there wasn’t enough time before a deadline given by the court for the recount, no 
recount was done and the republican candidate won.   
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
C. Background: The defendant was accused of a crime, couldn’t afford a lawyer, and Florida had laws that only 

defendants who were being tried for the death penalty would be given a lawyer if they couldn’t afford it.  
Significance: The Supreme Court ruled Florida’s laws in violation of the 6th amendment. All defendants in a criminal 
trial now receive a lawyer if they can’t afford it.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
D. Background: The defendant was arrested for a crime and interrogated by police without being told he could remain 

silent or have a lawyer present. He confessed to the crime.   
Significance: The Supreme Court ruled that Phoenix, Arizona police officers violated the 5th amendment by not informing 
the defendant of his right to remain silent. All officers must now read accused criminals their rights.  Any confessions 
obtained without the (name of the defendant) warning cannot be used in court.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
E. Background: A student was suspended for wearing an armband that protested the Vietnam War.   
Significance: The Supreme Court ruled that her 1st amendment right to Freedom of Speech was violated and that 
students’ rights in schools can’t be limited unless it causes a disruption.  
 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
F. Background: A defendant was arrested for sitting in a white’s only train car because he was part black and the law 

segregated the trains in Louisiana.   
Significance: The Supreme Court ruled that “separate” is okay as long as its “equal.” This allowed segregation and 
discrimination by race to continue for several more years.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
G. Background: A school newspaper was censored, as the principal did not allow certain stories to run in the school 

newspaper.   
Significance: The Supreme Court ruled that school newspapers are controlled by the school since they pay for it and can 
be held liable for what’s in it. Kids can find other ways to share information and have freedom of press (1st 
amendment) that is not allowed in the school newspaper.   
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
H. Background: A group of African American students sued the school system for not allowing them to enter a “whites” 

only school since no other equal schools existed.   
Significance: The Supreme Court ruled that segregation in schools violated the 14th amendment Equal Rights Clause. 
They overturned Plessy v. Ferguson’s “separate but equal” decision and ended segregation in public institutions.   
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
I. Background: A 15 year old was arrested for making prank phone calls and sentenced to 7 years in a juvenile 

detention facility. He was denied a lawyer and the right to call witnesses and have a jury.   

Significance: The Supreme Court ruled that kids/minors/juveniles have the same due process rights as adults due 
to the 14th amendment. (due process and equal rights)   
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
J. Background: A U.S. President was told to give up evidence to the court because of allegations that he ordered a 

“break-in” at the Watergate hotel. He refused citing the idea that the President is above the law.  
Significance: The Supreme Court ruled that the President is not above the law and must ascribe to the rule of law. 
 
 
 
 
 

Match each Supreme Court case below with the correct summary and significance option in the right column.  
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Sample Test Questions for this unit:  
Can you answer these sample test questions about this unit correctly? Use information from eCampus/class websites, your online 
text, or general internet searches if need be. 

What U.S. Supreme Court decision could high school students 
use to defend their right to wear t-shirts with a skull-and-bones 
design on campus?  
A.  Tinker v. Des Moines (1969)  
B.  Wisconsin v. Yoder (1972)  
C.  Texas v. Johnson (1989)  
D.  Bush v. Gore (2000)  
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Many Florida schools remain under desegregation orders as a 
result of which U.S. Supreme Court case? SS.7.C.3.12 
A.  District of Columbia v. Heller (2008)  
B.  Brown v. Board of Education (1954)  
C.  Tinker v. Des Moines (1969)  
D.  U.S. v. Lopez (1995)  
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
What lessons did future U.S. leaders learn from the 1974 U.S 
Supreme Court case United States v. Nixon?  
A.  The president is accountable for obeying the law.  
B.  The president is responsible for enforcing the law.  
C.  The president is not allowed to hold secret talks with 
foreign governments.  
D.  The president is not allowed to have private meetings 
with cabinet members.  
 

Which of the following has NOT occurred as a result of the 
decision in Marbury v. Madison (1803)? 
A.  The U.S. Supreme Court has played a key role in 
interpreting the U.S. Constitution.  
B.  A constitutional amendment was ratified that 
specifically defined "judicial review."  
C.  A law can be thrown out if it violates the U.S. 
Constitution.  
D.  The concept of checks and balances was upheld.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Which U.S. Supreme Court decision could cause confessions to 
be thrown out as evidence?  

 
A. Gideon v. Wainwright (1963)  
B. Marbury v. Yoder (1803)  
C. Miranda v. Arizona (1966)  
D. Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)  

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
When the U.S. Supreme Court makes a decision in a case, how 
is their opinion on the case determined?  
A.  by a unanimous vote  
B.  by a two-thirds vote  
C.  by a three-fourths vote  
D.  by a simple majority vote 

 


