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Citizen/Citizenship 

Natural Born Citizen/Birthright citizenship 

Law of SOIL Law of BLOOD 

Naturalization Process 

Student Name: ___________________I. Citizenship: Immigration and Naturalization  

Learning Goal: Students will understand the legal means of becoming a citizen 

Vocabulary Review: Match the terms in the left column with the correct definitions in the right column.  

1. Civics____ 

2. Rights____ 

3. Naturalization___ 

4. Natural Born 

Citizen__ 

5. Immigrant___ 

6. Resident Alien___ 

7. Refugee H 

8. Citizen___ 

9. 14th 

Amendment____ 

A. people who come from other lands to live in a new country 

B. A legally recognized member of a country with certain privileges that non-citizens don’t have. (Like 

voting or running for a political office) 

C. The study of the rights, responsibilities, and duties of citizens. 

D. people who live in the U.S. but are not citizens (They can be here legally after applying for a student 

visa, work visa or as a refugee at a U.S. Embassy. They might have applied at a U.S. border for asylum)  

E. a legal process to obtain citizenship (if at least ONE legal guardian of a person under 18 goes through 

all the steps of this process before the child is 18…then the child becomes a citizen as well) 

F. People who are citizens at birth because at least ONE of their parents are citizens (Law of Blood) or 

because they were born in the United States. (Law of Soil) 

G. A set of things that people believe they should be free to do. Governments are made to protect these 

things. Ex: voting is something that ONLY CITIZENS can do. 

H. A person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, persecution, or natural 

disaster. They seek “refuge” or safety and can apply at a U.S. Embassy.  

I. This is a “change” to the U.S. Constitution that explains that anyone who is BORN or NATURALIZED 

in the U.S. becomes a citizen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

14th Amendment: This “amendment” is a “change” to the U.S. Constitution that 

explains that anyone who is BORN or NATURALIZED in the U.S. becomes a citizen. 

A legally recognized member of a country with 
certain privileges that non-citizens don’t have.  
(Like voting or being elected to government office) 

Defined by the 14th amendment. People 

who are citizens at BIRTH for one of the 

two reasons BELOW: 

Use the terms and 

definitions ABOVE 

to FILL IN the 

BLANK BELOW:  

People who are 

citizens at BIRTH 

because: ________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 

 

If you are not a citizen at birth. 

Use the terms and definitions ABOVE to fill in the BLANK BELOW:  

Naturalization is…____________________________________________ 

We will learn later in the year 

that the U.S. Constitution gives 

the U.S. Congress the power to 

make laws/rules about 

“naturalization.” The steps below 

can be changed by Congress with 

a new Federal/National law. We 

will learn about the law-making 

process later.  

Requirements of Naturalization- FILL IN THE BLANKS BELOW: 

• Be at least ________ years old.  

• Be a legal resident (live here) for ________ years.  

• Have knowledge of _____________________________. 

• Can speak, read, and write in______________________. 

• Be of good _____________________________________. 

Steps AFTER requirements are met- FILL IN THE BLANKS BELOW: 

• ________ to the USCIS (US Citizenship and Immigration Services.) 

• Have an ________________________________ with USCIS. 

• Pass a___________________________________________. 

• Participate in a ____________________________________ 

and give an oath of allegiance.  

Use the terms and 

definitions ABOVE 

to FILL IN the 

BLANK BELOW:  

People who are 

citizens at BIRTH 

because: ________ 

________________ 

________________ 

________________ 
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I. Citizenship: Responsibilities and Obligations 

Learning Goal: Students will understand the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship. 
 

CIRCLE the correct definition for 
RESPONSIBILITIES of Citizenship below:  
 
• Something you HAVE to do or you can 

be penalized or punished in some way.  
 
• Something you SHOULD do as a 

responsible member of society but you 
DON’T HAVE to.  

CIRCLE the correct definition for  
OBLIGATIONS of Citizenship below: 
 
• Something you HAVE to do or you can be 

penalized or punished in some way.  
 
• Something you SHOULD do as a responsible 

member of society but you DON’T HAVE to. 

Directions: For each example of citizenship below, fill in the blanks with the correct term from the 
following word bank: 
 
• Selective Service System 
• Attend school (compulsory 

education) 
• Voting  
• Jury Duty 
• Running for/holding an 

elected public office 

• Stay up to date on current 
events, use your rights, 
communicate with elected 
representatives, attend 
civic meetings (like school 
board, city council, etc…) 

• Pay sales, income, and 
other taxes to different 
levels of community 

• Respect and obey local, 
state, and federal laws  

• Community service, giving 
to charity 

   

Responsibilities in the left column below: 

 
1. _____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Obligations in the right column below: 
1. ________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

2. 
______________ 

______________ 

______________ 
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2. _________________________ 
_________________________ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

3. ________________________ 
________________________ 
________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. __________________________ 
__________________________ 
__________________________ 
__________________________ 
 

 

3. ________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. ________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. __________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
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Sample Test Questions for this unit:  
*Which statement BEST describes a citizen? 
A.  legally recognized member of a country with certain 
privileges that others don’t have 
B.  resident of a country  
C.  resident who contributes to their community  
D.  legal alien  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
*Refer to the scenario below. 
 
Oliver was born overseas while his parents were visiting Japan.  
Both of Oliver's parents were born overseas, but became 
naturalized American citizens before Oliver was born.   
 
What is the status of Oliver's citizenship? 
A. Oliver has to get naturalized to become a U.S. citizen because 
he was not born on U.S. soil.  
B. Oliver is automatically a U.S. citizen due to the Law of Blood.  
C. Oliver is automatically a citizen of only Japan because of the 
Law of Soil.  
D. Oliver can choose at birth which country he is a citizen of.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
*Which is considered a civic responsibility, rather than an 
obligation? 
A.  obeying the law  
B.  attending civic meetings  
C.  paying taxes  
D.  registering for Selective Service  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
*A citizen received the notification below in the mail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What obligation does this notification represent? 
A.  registering for Selective Service  
B.  applying for a driver's license  
C.  paying income tax  
D.  appearing for jury duty  

*Refer to the scenario below. 
 
“Francesco is an Italian man who just turned 21. He did not get 
along with his father Giuseppe, so he left Italy at the age of 18 
to find better opportunities for work and a new life in the 
United States. He came into America through New York City 3 
years ago, obtained his Green Card as a legal resident of the 
United States, and joined up with the United States Army. In the 
U.S. Army, he was stationed in Texas, overseas in France and 
Germany, and has since lived in St. Louis, Missouri, and now in 
Syracuse, New York. He works at Crouse-Hinds Electrical 
Company, molding metal. He even lost a leg in a terrible work 
accident. He has never had any trouble with the legal system in 
America or in Italy. Francesco speaks and writes in English very 
well and learned a lot about American History and Government 
while in the military.” 
 
Which answer choice below BEST describes the citizenship 
status of the person in this scenario? 
A.  Francesco is not eligible to become a citizen because 
he doesn’t speak English.  
B.  Francesco is not eligible to become a citizen because 
he isn’t old enough.  
C.  Francesco is a natural born citizen of the U.S.  
D.  Francesco will be eligible to become a citizen after 
living in America for two more years.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
*Refer to the image below. 

 
 Source: USCIS  
 
Which step of the naturalization process BEST matches with the 
image? 
A.  Oath of Allegiance and Ceremony  
B.  Pledge of Allegiance  
C.  Naturalization test  
D.  Application for the USCIS  

What is a characteristic of U.S. citizenship according to the 
Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution? 
 
A. lived in the United States for five years 
B. born or naturalized in the United States 
C. owns property in the United States 
D. employed in the United States 

Your name has been randomly selected for jury service. 
The Court realizes that jury service may impose a 
hardship on you. However, the right to trial by jury is one 
of the principles guaranteed by the Constitution; and it is 
the duty of every citizen to serve when called upon to do 
so. You must bring this summons with you.  
 
Report Date: 04/01/2020 
Time: 8:00 AM 
Group Number: 112 
Badge Number: 457691 
Reporting Location:  
CRIMINAL JUSTICE CENTER 
101 ESLINGER WAY 
SANFORD, FL 32773 
 
Any juror who fails to attend SHALL pay a fine according to F.S. 
40.23(3) and potentially be subject to contempt of court.  
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II. Political Parties and the Electoral Process. Learning Goal: Students will understand the ideas of and the differences 
between America’s current political parties and how the nation elects its representatives. 

Political Party________ A. Any political party in the U.S. that isn’t Democrat or Republican 

B. the values and beliefs of a political party. (what they “stand” for) 

C. party system where two major political parties dominate the government.  

D. a group of people who have similar beliefs/values and try to get candidates elected to 

influence governments’ laws.  

E. someone trying to be elected to a political office. (president, congress, mayor, governor, 

etc…) 

F. A candidate who isn’t a member of the Republican or Democratic Party. 

Party Platform_______  

Political Candidate______ 

 

Two Party System_______ 

 

Independent________ 

3rd party___________ 

CIRCLE the statement below that best matches with this political party’s platform. (LOOK AT THE ANIMAL) 

• This political party believes that the federal government should take a more active role in people's lives, particularly those 
who are in need. (bigger government) 

• This political party that believes that the federal government should play a less active role in people's lives 

and that individuals can take care of themselves without government help. (smaller government) 

Fill in the blanks below: 

The DONKEY represents the _____________ (Democratic or Republican?) party. This party generally has ______________ 

(liberal or conservative?) values which fall on the_______ (left or right?) side of the political spectrum.  

 

CIRCLE the statement below that best matches with this political party’s platform. (LOOK AT THE ANIMAL) 

• This political party believes that the federal government should take a more active role in people's lives, particularly those 
who are in need. (bigger government) 
 

• This political party that believes that the federal government should play a less active role in people's lives 

and that individuals can take care of themselves without government help. (smaller government) 

Fill in the blanks below: 

The ELEPHANT represents the ____________(Democratic or Republican?) party. This party generally has _____________ 

(liberal or conservative?) values which fall on the_______ (left or right?) side of the political spectrum.  

 

For each opinionated statement below, CIRCLE which of the two major political party’s values would match the best. 

Democrat or Republican? (IS THE STATEMENT ABOUT MORE OR LESS GOVERNMENT INFLUENCE?) 

 
1. Climate change is real.  The government needs to protect the environment by making more rules for businesses to follow. D or R? 

2. The government should reduce taxes for the wealthy so they can hire more workers to help the economy. D or R? 

3. The government should force businesses to pay their employees more money per hour (an increased minimum wage) and offer more funding 

for impoverished citizens. D or R? 

4. Same sex couples should be able to adopt children because the government should have more rules that protect the equal rights of citizens. 

Same sex couples should not be banned from businesses because of more rules for equal rights. D or R? 

5. People should pay for their own retirement. Social Security (a government program that taxes citizens to help retired/older citizens pay for 

their retirement) should be abolished/ended. D or R? 

6. The government should make stricter rules to regulate businesses so that they are fair to consumers/customers. D or R? 

7. The government should make less rules to protect illegal/undocumented immigrants and all should be deported/removed from the country. 

This party wants more border security and military to defend and promote American values. D or R? 

8. The government should help provide affordable health care for its citizens. D or R? 

9. Gun rights are guaranteed in the 2nd amendment and government shouldn’t limit the rights of gun owners with too many rules. D or R? 

10. The government should make more rules to protect a woman’s right to choose whether or not they can terminate a pregnancy. (Pro-choice on 

abortion) D or R? 

11. The size/role of government should be limited. Government provides too many services and spends too much money. D or R? 
Directions: Match the “3rd Parties” 

below with the correct term in the 

right column that best describes their 

party platform. 

 

• Libertarian Party_____ 

• Socialist Party________ 

• Communist Party______ 

• Green Party_______ 

A. a political party that believes the government should control the entire economy, and there should 

be no private ownership of business. 

B. a political party that believes in individual freedom and believes the only purpose of government 

is to protect this freedom. Less intervention in people’s lives, business, and avoid foreign conflict 

whenever possible. 

C. a political party that believes in democratic government but also that the government should run 

some of the largest parts of the economy. 

D. this party believes in protecting the environment and upholding social justice while avoiding foreign 

conflict whenever possible.  

 

Vocabulary Review: Match the terms below with the correct definition in the right column.  
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What are the Constitutional requirements to run for the following offices? FILL IN THE CHART BELOW.  
 

President House of Representatives Senate 

Ex: 1. Minimum age of ______ Ex: 1. Minimum age of ______ Ex: 1. Minimum age of ______ 

2. 2.  2.  

 

 

3. 3.  3. 

 

 

Directions: Match the following vocabulary terms in the left column, with the correct definitions in the right column.  

1. Popular Vote_____ 

2. Nomination______ 

3. Majority______ 

4. Minority______ 

5. Political Campaign____ 

6. Primary Election H 

7. General Election______ 

8. Electoral College____ 

A. A political candidate receives this when chosen by a political party to represent them in a 

political election. 

B. Less than half…Example: A candidate with less than half of the votes in an election loses. 

This term also refers to members of a smaller group in a population. 

C. An election where the winner enters into a political office. The “final” or “main” election. 

D. More than half…Example: A candidate needs more than half of voters to vote for them in 

order to win an election. This term also means the “larger” group. More than half of 

Congress needs to vote yes to pass laws. This term is an important aspect of a democracy. 

E. Counting votes from individual citizens for a political office. (when votes are counted up 

and the majority wins an election or passes a bill) 

F. The process of trying to get elected to a political office. (debates, giving speeches, using 

ads/propaganda, etc… to try and get votes and get in office) 

G. The system that elects the U.S. President. There is a popular vote in each state and the 

candidate that receives a majority of that popular vote will receive that states’ “electoral 

votes” based on their population. States with more people have more electoral votes. The 

candidate that receives a majority of 270 electoral votes, out of 538 total, becomes 

President. One of the weaknesses of this system is that a winner of the popular vote can 

LOSE in the electoral college and vice-versa.  

H. Elections that determine who will represent each political party in the “main” or “final” 

election for office. 

*Which statement reflects Republican views on the role of 

government? 

A.  Republicans favor less government, lower taxes, and 

greater personal freedom.  

B.  Republicans favor value-based government, affordable 

health care, and greater personal freedom.  

C.  Republicans favor themselves as the people's party, 

helping the working classes and against monopoly capitalism.  

D.  Republicans favor more afford able health care, 

increased public funding for education, and an end to 

discrimination in all forms.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

* What is the most important thing that a political debate can 

teach a voter about a candidate? 

A.  what kind of television personality the candidate has  

B.  whether the candidate is comfortable on camera  

C.  where the candidate stands on certain issues  

D.  how much support the candidate already has  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

*Which of the following is NOT a constitutional requirement to 

become a U.S. President? 

A. minimum age 35 

B. Natural Born Citizen 

C. High School Diploma 

D. 14 years as a resident of the U.S. 

*Refer to the political cartoon below. 

  
 

Which political party is being criticized in this cartoon, and how 

can you tell? 

A.  The Republican Party, because it criticizes the overuse 

of jobless benefits.  

B.  The Republican Party, because it criticizes tax cuts for 

the wealthy and lack of spending on social programs.  

C.  The Democratic Party, because it criticizes tax cuts for 

the wealthy and lack of spending on social programs.  

D.  The Democratic Party, because it criticizes the overuse 

of jobless benefits. 
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III. Media and Propaganda  

Learning Goal:  Students will be able to examine multiple views on public and current issues by analyzing media 
and political communications (bias, symbolism, propaganda) and the impact it can have on government 
 

Propaganda definition: Propaganda is media that uses carefully-crafted messages to manipulate people’s actions and beliefs. 

 

• In your own words, what is the purpose of propaganda?  

 

• James Montgomery Flagg made this piece of propaganda (below) in 1917. WHO probably hired him to make it?  

 

• What is this piece of propaganda trying to get you to do?  

 

 

• What methods, or SYMBOLISM, is used to try and persuade you in the Uncle Sam poster?  

 

 

 

• What did they “leave out” that might dissuade you from joining the military? How is this 

propaganda ONE sided? (understanding BIAS, one of your terms for this unit) 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The “Eisenhower for President” 

advertisement is an example of 

_________________, because it is 

trying to persuade you to vote for 

him for U.S. President.  

A. Propaganda  

B. Symbolism 

C. Bias 

During the 1988 Presidential Election Campaign, this political ad 

showed _________, because it favored George Bush (on the left) over 

Michael Dukakis (on the right). The advertisement only highlighted 

what some voters think are good things about Bush, and bad things 

about Dukakis that could be out of context and misleading if you look 

up all of the facts about Willie Horton and a “furlough” program.  

A. Propaganda  

B. Symbolism 

C. Bias 

This ad uses the phrase “supports death penalty” to 

suggest Bush (on the left) is tough on crime. The 

phrase “allowed murderers to have weekend passes” 

suggests that Dukakis (on the right) is weak on crime. 

Using those phrases to suggest something else is an 

example of ____________.  

A. Propaganda  

B. Symbolism 

C. Bias 

The “Eisenhower for President” 

advertisement uses ___________ by showing 

average people from all different kinds of 

professions and backgrounds vote for him to 

suggest that you should too. This represents 

the idea that he is popular and suggests that 

he supports the “average” American.  

A. Propaganda  

B. Symbolism 

C. Bias 

George Bush, 

Republican Party 

Candidate 

Michael Dukakis, 

Democratic Party 

Candidate 
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Fill in the blanks using the word bank below: 

 

_________________ are organizations made up of citizens that care about a particular issue or “interest.” They use 

organizations known as ____________________________________ for _______________________, or raising money, 

and support for political candidates to use for their campaign to get elected. The advertisements that candidates use are 

considered ________________________ because they are trying to PERSUADE you to vote for them. The strategies to 

persuade you utilize/use _____________________ because they show words or ideas that are meant to represent 

something else.  Candidates’ advertisements to get you to elect them all contain _______________ because they give 

preference to one-side over another and don’t consider all the issues on a topic fairly.  Political candidates can also collect 

information about what people want through questionnaires or surveys known as ________________________________. 

Elected candidates can then vote on, carry out, or interpret laws that will impact Public Policy, which are the rules or 

policies from government that impact our daily lives.  

 

Once a candidate is elected to office, there are many ways to hold them accountable or make sure they don’t get away with 

breaking laws. ______________________ is known as all of the different news outlets throughout the country that keep 

people informed as to what’s going on in the country and around the world. Reporters and news agencies can act as a 

_________________________________, which means that they monitor the activities of our elected officials and report 

any wrongdoing or misconduct to hold them accountable.  

 

Word Bank: 

• Public Policy • Political Action Committees (PACs) 

• Lobbying • Bias 

• Interest Groups • Mass Media 

• Public Opinion Polls • Political Watchdog 

• Propaganda • Symbolism 
 

Sample Test Questions for this unit: 

*What is the MAIN purpose of political action committees (PACs)? 

A.  to support participation in campaigns by the general 

electorate  

B.  to support policies that improve foreign relations 

C.  to support policies that improve domestic relations  

D.  to raise campaign funds to support favored candidates  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

*Which of the following terms represents information intended to 

persuade someone's opinion?  

A.  bias  

B.  metaphor  

C.  propaganda  

D.  symbolism  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

*The chart below lists different lobbyists and the interest groups they 

represent. 

 

 

Which of the following actions would John take to help the interest 

group he represents? 

A.  meet with Senators to discuss a new tax on retirement  

B.  meet with Senators to discuss a bill limiting Union rights to 

strike  

C.  meet with Senators to discuss an upcoming gun rights bill 

D.  meet with Senators to discuss increasing gun control (more 

rules about guns) 

Lobbyist Interest Group Cause 

John NRA Protecting Gun 
Rights 

Paul AARP Helping retired 
citizens 

Mike AFL/CIO Labor Union rights 

*The diagram below gives details about the American political system. 

  
Which title completes the diagram? 

A.  Interest Groups' Engagement in the Election Process  

B.  Interest Groups' Decision-Making Process  

C.  Interest Groups' Process to Lobby State and Federal 

Legislators  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

*Which of the following is an example of bias? 

A.  A public university organizes a study of the sources citizens 

use to get information about all candidates for an election.  

B.  A national broadcasting company invites three candidates 

from the same political party for a televised discussion. The goal is to 

prepare voters for a general election that has candidates from both 

major parties. 

C.  A political party hires a polling organization to conduct a 

national poll on U.S. voters’ attitudes on an issue.  

D.  A statewide interest group has stated their goal is to register 

all citizens to vote. This interest group published a guide to candidates 

and issues for all parties on the ballot for elections day.  
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IV. The Path to Democracy 
Learning Goal: The student will understand how Enlightenment ideas influenced the thinking of our nation’s 
Founders. 

 

A. Enlightenment 

Vocabulary Review: Match the following terms in the left column with the correct definition in the right column below.  

Enlightenment Period____ A. the belief that individuals are born with basic rights that cannot be taken away by 

governments.  

B. an implied agreement between people and their government. You give up your perfect 

freedom and agree to set up a limited government and follow its rules in exchange for that 

government to protect your natural rights 

C. a period in European history when education and reasoning led to new ideas about 

government and society. 

D. representatives from each of the 13 colonies who participated in writing the Declaration of 

Independence and the US Constitution. Also known as the “Framers” of the Constitution since 

they established our country’s ‘framework.’ (they were influenced by Enlightenment 

philosophers/thinkers) 

E. Our U.S. Constitution sets up three branches with their own limited powers and 

responsibilities. 

F. In the U.S. Constitution, each branch of government is able to limit/check the power of the 

other branches. 

Natural Rights______ 

Separation of Powers_____ 

Social Contract_____ 

Checks and Balances______ 

Founding Fathers _____ 

 

John Locke was an Enlightenment philosopher who influenced 

the founding fathers with his ideas about 

_______________________________________________. 

Circle ONE of the following to fill in the blank above:  

Natural Rights OR  

Separation of Powers/Checks and Balances 

Montesquieu was an Enlightenment philosopher who influenced 

the founding fathers with his ideas about 

____________________________________________________. 

Circle ONE of the following to fill in the blank above:  

Natural Rights OR  

Separation of Powers/Checks and Balances 

Locke or Montesquieu? For each of the following sources, CIRCLE “Locke” if it best matches with John Locke’s 

views on government and CIRCLE “Montesquieu” if it best matches with Montesquieu’s views on government.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

Locke or Montesquieu? 

Locke or Montesquieu? 
Locke or Montesquieu? 
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Locke or Montesquieu? 

Locke or Montesquieu? Locke or Montesquieu? 

The U.S. Constitution 

Article (Chapter) 1: 

The Legislative Branch 

Article (Chapter) 2: 

The Executive Branch 

Article (Chapter) 3: 

The Judicial Branch 

Locke or Montesquieu? 

“No State shall deprive any 

person of life, liberty, or 

property, without due process 

of law; nor deny to any person 

within its jurisdiction the 

equal protection of the laws.” 
-part of the 14thAmendment to 

the U.S. Constitution, ratified 

(approved) in 1868 

Locke or Montesquieu? 
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B. Influential Documents.  
Learning Goal: The student will be able to analyze how the ideas of the Magna Carta, English Bill of Rights and the 
Mayflower Compact influenced the ideas of the Articles of Confederation and later the U.S. Constitution. 

Vocabulary Review: Match the following 

terms in the left column below with the 

correct definition in the right column. 

 

• Habeas corpus: _______ 

• Rule of Law: ________ 

• Limited Government: _________ 

• Self-Government: _____________ 

• Due Process: _______________ 

• Natural Rights: _______________ 

• Consent of the Governed: __________ 

• Social Contract: an implied agreement 

between people and their government. You 

give up your perfect freedom and agree to 

set up a limited government and follow its 

rules in exchange for that government to 

protect your natural rights.  

A. The principle that the government has to provide a cause or reason 

for holding a person in jail. (This Latin term is one of your rights 

and comes from the idea of limited government) 

B. A democratic system where the people create and run their own 

government. In a representative government, the people vote for 

elected officials to make laws. 

C. Your government owes you a certain process and rights before they 

take away your freedoms. (like a trial by jury) 

D. A government that has been limited in power by a constitution, or 

written agreement. 

E. The right to life, liberty, and property, no taxation without 

representation, right to a speedy and fair trial, no excessive 

punishments, habeas corpus, etc… 

F. All people must follow the laws, (including our representatives in 

government) and the laws should be enforced fairly. 

G. The political idea that the power to rule in a government can only 

come from the permission of the people. The main difference 

between democracies and dictatorships or absolute monarchies.  

Directions: 1. Match each influential document below with the correct description in the right column. 2.Match each document 

with the correct image that summarizes its significance. 3. Below the pictures, match each document (numbers 1-4) with evidence 

of how it impacts our U.S. Government today. (Evidence found in letters A-D on the next page) 

Magna 

Carta____ 

A. a pamphlet published by Thomas Paine in 1776 to convince the American colonists to break away 

from England and become independent to vote for their own leaders. The King was breaking the 

SOCIAL CONTRACT by violating their natural rights. 

B. a government document that expanded the rights of the people, as well as further limited the rights 

of the king; written by the members of the English Parliament in 1689. 

C. a government document that limited the power of the king of England and protected the rights of 

the nobility; written by the English nobles in 1215 

D. an agreement between individuals that created a government that would provide order and protect 

the rights of the colonists; written by a group of English Puritans in Massachusetts in 1620 

Mayflower 

Compact___ 

The English Bill 

of Rights___ 

Thomas Paine’s 

Common 

Sense_____ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directions: Match the numbers (1-4) below with the correct letter (A-D) that follows. ON THE NEXT PAGE!!!                                                                  

1. Magna Carta and Limited Government, Due Process, Right to justice and a fair trial   ___________                                                                          

2. Mayflower Compact and Consent of the Governed, Self-government, Rule of Law______________                                                                                      

3. English Bill of Rights and Natural Rights ___________                                 

4. Thomas Paine’s Common Sense and Representative Self-government, Social Contract_______ 

  

Which document ABOVE best 

fits with this picture? 

_________________________

________ 

______________ 

Which document ABOVE 

best fits with this picture? 

_______________________

__________ 

______________ 

Which document ABOVE best 

fits with this picture? 

_________________________

________ 

______________ 

Which document ABOVE best fits 

with this picture? 

_______________________ 

______________ 
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A. The first ten amendments in our Constitution guarantee 

certain freedoms that include:  

•Freedom of speech, the press, and religion 

•Right to petition the government and to bear arms  

•Prohibition of excessive bail or fines, or cruel and 

unusual punishments for crimes 

 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 

created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 

certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty 

and the pursuit of happiness.” – from the Declaration of 

Independence 

C. “WE THE PEOPLE of the United States...do ordain and establish 

this Constitution for the United States of America.”  -Preamble to the 

Constitution, 1787 

 

“This Constitution and the laws of the United States ... shall be the 

supreme law of the land.”  All government officials “shall be bound by 

an oath to support this constitution.” -U.S. Constitution, Article VI 

 

“That when they came ashore they would use their own liberty, for 

none had power to command them…” – William Bradford 

B. The U.S. Constitution created three branches of 

government. Each branch is given the power to check or 

limit the power of the other two. The system of separation 

of powers and checks and balances keeps any one branch 

from getting too powerful. 

 -Articles I, II, and III of the U.S. Constitution 

 

“No person shall...be deprived of life, liberty, or 

property...” without justification.  -U.S. Constitution, 5th 

Amendment 

 

“In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the 

right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury…”  -

U.S. Constitution, 6th Amendment 

D. “Whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of (your 

natural rights), it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it…” -

from the Declaration of Independence 

 

On January 25, 2011, widespread pro-democracy demonstrations 

began in Egypt. For 18 days, hundreds of thousands of Egyptians took 

to the streets, demanding free elections, free speech, and an end to 

government corruption, police brutality, and President Hosni 

Mubarak’s regime. Finally, on February 11, Mubarak resigned. 

“The right of voting for representatives is the primary right by which 

other rights are protected. To take away this right is to reduce a man to 

slavery, for slavery consists in being subject to the will of another, and 

he that has not a vote in the election of representatives is in this case.” 

-Dissertation on the First Principles of Government 

 

*Read the following passage from a historical account: 

“That when they came ashore they would use their own 

liberty, for none had power to command them…” – William 

Bradford, a signer of the Mayflower Compact 

 

Based on this passage, what decision was made by the 

colony?  

A.  The colonists established a limited monarchy.  

B.  The colonists established an autocracy.  

C.  The colonists chose to be ruled by anarchy.  

D.  The colonists chose self-government.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

*Read the quotes below: 

“Where-ever law ends, tyranny begins.” – John Locke, Two 

Treatises of Government, 1690 

“That in American THE LAW IS KING. For as in absolute 

governments the King is law, so in free countries the law 

ought to be King; and there ought to be no other.” -Thomas 

Paine, Common Sense, 1776 

 

Which conclusion about the rule of law is BEST supported by 

these quotations? 

A. The rule of law leads to tyranny (a government controlled 

by a ruler who abuses power) 

B. Freedom and the rule of law CAN NOT exist together.  

C. People in positions of power do not need to make fair 

laws.  

D. The rule of law is necessary for limited government.  

*What was the MAIN INFLUENCE of the Magna Carta on the 

colonists' views of government?   

 

A. It helped them with the idea that no one is entitled to certain 

natural rights.  

B. It helped them with the idea of representative self-government 

and rule of law. 

C. It helped to establish the idea of due process and that 

government power should be limited.  

D. It helped them with the idea that a king should have ultimate 

power. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

*Which political principle protects citizens from abuses of 

government power?  

A.  eminent domain  

B.  common good  

C.  rule of law  

D.  executive order  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

*Read the statement below: 

“When legislative and executive powers are united in the same 

person, or in the same body…, there can be no liberty.” –Baron de 

Montesquieu, The Spirit of Laws, 1748 

Which constitutional principle is reflected in this statement? 

A.  rule of law  

B.  individual rights  

C.  separation of powers  

D.  federalism  

 


