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Student Name:_________________________________       

2nd quarter Civics Study Guide 
I. The Path to Democracy 

Learning Goal: The student will understand how Enlightenment ideas influenced the thinking of our nation’s 
Founders. 

 

A. Enlightenment 

Vocabulary Review: Match the following terms in the left column with the correct definition in the right column below.  

Enlightenment Period____ A. the belief that individuals are born with basic rights that cannot be taken away by 

governments.  

B. an implied agreement between people and their government. You give up your perfect 

freedom and agree to set up a limited government and follow its rules in exchange for that 

government to protect your natural rights 

C. a period in European history when education and reasoning led to new ideas about 

government and society. 

D. representatives from each of the 13 colonies who participated in writing the Declaration of 

Independence and the US Constitution. (influenced by Enlightenment philosophers/thinkers) 

E. Our U.S. Constitution sets up three branches with their own limited powers and 

responsibilities. 

F. In the U.S. Constitution, each branch of government is able to limit/check the power of the 

other branches. 

Natural Rights______ 

Separation of Powers_____ 

Social Contract_____ 

Checks and Balances______ 

Founding Fathers _____ 

 

John Locke was an Enlightenment philosopher who influenced 

the founding fathers with his ideas about 

_______________________________________________. 

Circle ONE of the following to fill in the blank above:  

Natural Rights OR  

Separation of Powers/Checks and Balances 

Montesquieu was an Enlightenment philosopher who influenced 

the founding fathers with his ideas about 

____________________________________________________. 

Circle ONE of the following to fill in the blank above:  

Natural Rights OR  

Separation of Powers/Checks and Balances 

Locke or Montesquieu? For each of the following sources, CIRCLE “Locke” if it best matches with John Locke’s 

views on government and CIRCLE “Montesquieu” if it best matches with Montesquieu’s views on government.  

 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

Locke or Montesquieu? 

Locke or Montesquieu? 
Locke or Montesquieu? 
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B. Influential Documents.  
Learning Goal: The student will be able to analyze how the ideas of the Magna Carta, English Bill of Rights and the 
Mayflower Compact influenced the ideas of the Articles of Confederation and later the U.S. Constitution. 
 

Vocabulary Review: Match the following 

terms in the left column below with the correct 

definition in the right column. 

 

• Habeas corpus: _______ 

• Rule of Law: ________ 

• Limited Government: _________ 

• Self-Government: _____________ 

• Due Process: _______________ 

• Rights: _________________ 

A. The principle that the government has to provide a cause or 

reason for holding a person in jail. (this Latin term is one of 

your rights and comes from the idea of limited government) 

B. A popular or representative system where the people create and 

run their own government. 

C. Your government owes you a certain process before they take 

away your freedoms. (like a trial by jury) 

D. A government that has been limited in power by a constitution, 

or written agreement. 

E. A set of things that people believe they should be free to do 

without restrictions. 

F. All people must follow the laws, (including our representatives 

in government) and the laws should be enforced fairly. 

 

Locke or Montesquieu? 

Locke or Montesquieu? 

Locke or Montesquieu? 

Locke or Montesquieu? 
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Directions: Match each influential document below with the correct description in the right column.  

Magna 

Carta____ 

A. a pamphlet published by Thomas Paine in 1776 to convince the American colonists to break away 

from England and become independent because the King was violating their natural rights. 

B. a government document that expanded the powers of the English Parliament and expanded the rights 

of the people, as well as further limited the rights of the king; written by the members of the English 

Parliament in 1689 

C. a government document that limited the power of the king of England and protected the rights of the 

nobility; written by the English nobles in 1215 

D. an agreement between individuals that created a government that would provide order and protect the 

rights of the colonists; written by a group of English Puritans in Massachusetts in 1620 

Mayflower 

Compact___ 

The English Bill 

of Rights___ 

Thomas Paine’s 

Common 

Sense_____ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directions: Match the numbers (1-4) below with the correct letter (A-D) that follows.                                                                   

1. Magna Carta and Limited Government (like Montesquieu’s ideas)___________                                                                         

2. Mayflower Compact and Self-government/Rule of Law______________                                                                                      

3. English Bill of Rights and Due Process/Natural Rights (also inspired by John Locke’s ideas)___________                                

4. Thomas Paine’s Common Sense and Self-government/Natural Rights (Like John Locke, Paine was saying citizens have a right 

to overthrow a government that violates their natural rights.)____________________ 

A. “No person shall...be deprived of life, liberty, 

or property...” without justification. 

 -U.S. Constitution, 5th Amendment 

The first ten amendments in our Constitution guarantee 

certain freedoms that include:  

•Freedom of speech, the press, and religion 

•Right to petition the government and to bear arms  

•Prohibition of excessive bail or fines, or cruel and 

unusual punishments for crimes 

B. The U.S. Constitution created three branches of 

government. Each branch is given the power to 

check, or limit the power of the other two. The 

system of separation of powers and checks and 

balances keeps any one branch from getting too 

powerful. 

 -Articles I, II, and III of the U.S. Constitution 

C.  “WE THE PEOPLE of the United States...do ordain and 

establish this Constitution for the United States of America.”  -

Preamble to the Constitution, 1787 

“This Constitution and the laws of the United States ... shall be the 

supreme law of the land.”  All government officials “shall be bound by 

an oath to support this constitution.”                              -U.S. 

Constitution, Article VI 

D. On January 25, 2011, widespread pro-democracy 

demonstrations began in Egypt. For 18 days, hundreds of 

thousands of Egyptians took to the streets, demanding free 

elections, free speech, and an end to government corruption, 

police brutality, and President Hosni Mubarak’s regime. 

Finally, on February 11, Mubarak resigned. 

 

“whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of 

(your natural rights), it is the Right of the People to alter or to 

abolish it…” 

-from the Declaration of Independence 

Which document best fits with 

this picture? 

_________________________

________ 

______________ 

Which document best fits 

with this picture? 

_______________________

__________ 

______________ 

Which document best fits with 

this picture? 

_________________________

________ 

______________ 

Which document best fits with this 

picture? _______________________ 

______________ 
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Sample Test Questions for this unit: 

*The following passage is from a historical account by William 

Bradford, a signer of the Mayflower Compact. 

  
Based on this passage, what decision was made by the colony?  

  

A.  The colonists established a limited monarchy.  

B.  The colonists established an autocracy.  

C.  The colonists chose to be ruled by natural law.  

D.  The colonists chose self-government.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

*Read the quotes below: 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Which conclusion about the rule of law is BEST supported by 

these quotations? 

 

A. The rule of law leads to tyranny (a government controlled by a 

ruler who abuses power) 

B. Freedom and the rule of law cannot exist together.  

C. People in positions of power do not need to make fair laws.  

D. The rule of law is necessary for limited government.  

*What was the MAIN INFLUENCE of the Magna Carta on the 

colonists' views of government?   

 

A. It helped them with the idea that everyone is entitled to 

certain natural rights.  

B. It helped them with the idea of due process and rule of law. 

C. It helped to establish the idea that government power should 

be limited.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

*Which political principle protects citizens from abuses of 

government power?  

A.  eminent domain  

B.  common good  

C.  rule of law  

D.  executive order  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

*The statement below was written by Baron de Montesquieu in 

1748. 

 

 
Which constitutional principle is reflected in this statement? 

A.  rule of law  

B.  individual rights  

C.  separation of powers  

D.  federalism  
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C. English Policies leading to the Declaration of Independence: Learning Goal: The student will understand how the 

colonial response to English policies led to the writing of the Declaration of Independence. 

You’ve already learned about obligations/duties of citizenship (like paying taxes) in exchange for government services and 

protections of your freedoms…called a “social contract.”  However, the American colonists used the rallying cry… 

“No taxation without representation” to protest against the King of England.  

Fill in the blanks below to show your understanding of the quote above:                             

The American colonists did not want to pay _________ unless they had the right to______________ in British Parliament.  

Directions: Below is a timeline with events that led to the American Colonists declaring their independence from the King of 

England. Match each of the descriptions below (letters A-I) with the correct timeline event (numbers 1-9) over the next few pages.  

A. The King answered the repeal of the Stamp Act with forcing colonists to keep British soldiers in their homes to save Britain 

money. Today, our Bill of Rights protects AGAINST soldiers in our homes and government violation of privacy.  

B. The colonists committed an act of civil disobedience...which means they broke what they felt was an unjust law. They 

destroyed around $1 million of the King’s tea because they still lacked representation in the British Parliament. (like Congress) 

C. This event was a conflict over territory/land and the American colonists fought WITH the British. It led to higher taxes for 

American colonists in order to raise revenue (money) to pay the war debt (money owed) to the British. 

D. Representatives from each colony got together for the first time and established a boycott of British goods. They send a letter 

to the king asking for him to address their problems with the Coercive/Intolerable Acts. The King sent British soldiers to get 

the American Colonists’ weapons. The colonists resisted and shots were fired. War began. Today, our Bill of Rights protects 

the right to bear arms.   

E. This created a “monopoly” on tea...American colonists could only buy their tea from the King’s approved company and they 

had to pay higher prices for it. Today, only our Congress can regulate trade for the whole country, and they can stop 

monopolies from occurring.  

F. The King closed Boston Harbor until the colonists repaid the money owed from destroyed tea. The colonists were angry 

because they could not trade by sea and their livelihood was threatened. Today, only our Congress can regulate trade for the 

whole country.  

G. Colonial representatives met again to discuss independence and send another letter asking the King for peace to avoid further 

war, but peace is rejected. Thomas Paine made propaganda to convince colonists to get their freedom from the king. The 

Declaration of Independence was written and sent to King George III in England.  

H. This was the first major tax against the American colonists meant to collect revenue (money) to repay war debt. (Money 

owed). The colonists had to pay for stamps on all printed materials...which limited their freedom of the press. Colonists 

boycotted British goods (refused to buy things from them) and the tax was repealed (removed) because of their protest. 

Today, our Freedom of Press, speech, to assemble/protest, etc… are found in the Bill of Rights.  

I. British soldiers fired into a crowd of American Colonists protesting against the British.  

1. The French and Indian War. This event best matches with LETTER _____ 
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2. The Stamp Act and Colonial Boycotting. This event best matches with LETTER _____ 

 

3. The Quartering Act. This event best matches with LETTER ____ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. The Boston Massacre. This event best matches with LETTER I 
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5. The Tea Act. This event best matches with LETTER ____ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. The Boston Tea Party. This event best matches with LETTER ____ 

 

 

7. The Coercive (“Intolerable”) Acts. This event best matches with LETTER ____ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. The First Continental Congress and the Revolutionary War. This event best matches with LETTER ____ 
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9. The Second Continental Congress, Olive Branch Petition and Common Sense. This event best matches with LETTER ____ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sample Test Questions for this part of the unit:  

*Below is a Headline from a 1774 newspaper. 

 

 

Which of the following was a response of the British government 

after the event described above?  

A. It passed the Intolerable Acts, closing Boston Harbor.  

B. It recognized colonial grievances and agreed not to pass any 

more taxes.  

C. It ordered troops to fire on colonial demonstrators in a public 

square of Boston.  

D. It declared the colonists to be in a state of open rebellion and 

outside the King's protection.  

*How did the British reaction to the Colonists' protests change 

over time from the Stamp Act (1765) to the Intolerable Acts 

(1774)?  

A. The British allowed the colonists to determine their own 

rights.  

B. The British reacted less and less harshly to the colonists' 

protests.  

C. The British reacted more and more harshly to the colonists' 

protests.  

D. The British reacted harshly at first, then gave into the 

colonists' protests as the years went on.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

*The image below depicts an event that took place in Boston 

Harbor. 

   

 

 

What was the primary purpose of this event? 

A. to protest their being taxed without their consent  

B. to protest the high cost of British goods  

C. to protest British involvement in the French and Indian war  

D. to protest the quartering of troops in colonists' own homes  
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D. The Declaration of Independence. Learning Goal: Students will understand the ideas and grievances set forth 
in the Declaration of Independence. 

The Declaration of Independence, Section 1 (ideas) The Declaration of Independence, Section 2 (ideas) 
Directions: Match up the numbered quotes below 

(1-3) with the correct letter that follows. (A, B, or C) 

“When, in the course of human events, (1) it 

becomes necessary for one people to dissolve 

the political bonds which have connected them 

with another, and to assume among the powers 

of the earth, the separate and (2) equal station 

to which the laws of nature and of nature's God 

entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of 

mankind requires that (3) they should declare 

the causes which impel them to the 

separation.” 

A. It’s time to break up with the king. 

(Common sense/Thomas Paine, social 

contract) THIS BEST FITS WITH NUMBER 

__1__above 

B. We’re going to tell you why we are breaking 

up with you. (Common sense, social 

contract) THIS BEST FITS WITH NUMBER 

____above 

C. Everyone has equal rights. (natural 

rights/John Locke) 

THIS BEST FITS WITH NUMBER ____above 

 

Key Vocab help: 

• Dissolve: to get rid of or destroy…to 
separate 

• Bonds: our connections to each other 

• Entitle: someone owes something to 
you; gives something to you 

• Declare: to state/say for others to 
hear or understand 

• Impel: push or force you to do 
something 

Directions: Match up the numbered quotes below (1-3) with the correct letter that follows. 

(A, B, or C) 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that (1) all men are created equal, that they are 

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty 

and the pursuit of happiness.” 

(2) “That to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their 

just powers from the consent of the governed.” 

“That (3) whenever any form of government becomes destructive to these ends, it is the 

right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new government…” 

A.  Governments are made by the people to protect their natural rights, and it’s the 

people that give government permission to exist. (Social contract, Self-

Government/Mayflower Compact and Limited Government/Magna Carta) THIS 

BEST FITS WITH NUMBER ____above 

 

B. It’s obvious that all people are equal and given natural rights that can’t be taken 

away. (Natural rights/John Locke, English Bill of Rights/freedoms) 

THIS BEST FITS WITH NUMBER ____above 

 

C. Whenever government takes away your natural rights, the people can destroy it 

and start a new one. (Self-government/Common Sense/Mayflower Compact, John 

Locke/Social Contract) THIS BEST FITS WITH NUMBER ____above 

 

 
Key Vocab help: 

• Self-evident: Not needing to be explained; obvious 

• Endowed: to be given something 

• Unalienable: natural; unable to be taken away 

• Instituted: to be made or created 

• Deriving: where something comes from originally, the source of something 

• Consent: permission to do something 

• Alter/abolish: to change or to destroy 

 
The Declaration of Independence, Section 3 (grievances/complaints made to the King to justify becoming free…like a breakup letter) 

Directions: Over the next few pages, Match up each idea and grievance/complaint in the Declaration of Independence 

(numbered 1-8) with the images you think fits best (letters A-H) Then, explain why you picked the image you did to match up with 
each quote.  

1. REVEW FROM SECTION 2 ABOVE: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, 
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of 
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it…” 

 
This quote best matches with image_______.  
EXPLAIN WHY YOU PICKED THE IMAGE YOU DID TO MATCH UP WITH THIS QUOTE: 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2. “He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.” 
“He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us.” 

 
These quotes best match with image_______.  
EXPLAIN WHY YOU PICKED THE IMAGE YOU DID TO MATCH UP WITH THIS QUOTE: 
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3. “He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.”  
 

“For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us…” 
 
These quotes best matches with image_______.  
EXPLAIN WHY YOU PICKED THE IMAGE YOU DID TO MATCH UP WITH THIS QUOTE: 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

4. “For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world”   
 
This quote best matches with image_______.  
EXPLAIN WHY YOU PICKED THE IMAGE YOU DID TO MATCH UP WITH THIS QUOTE: 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
5. “For depriving us in many cases, of the benefit of Trial by Jury.” 
 
This quote best matches with image_______.  
EXPLAIN WHY YOU PICKED THE IMAGE YOU DID TO MATCH UP WITH THIS QUOTE: 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

6. “For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent” 
 
This quote best matches with image_______.  
EXPLAIN WHY YOU PICKED THE IMAGE YOU DID TO MATCH UP WITH THIS QUOTE: 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

7. “He has dissolved (destroyed) Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights 
of the people.” 
 
“He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected, whereby the Legislative Powers, 
incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the meantime exposed 
to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.” 

 
These quotes best match with image_______.  
EXPLAIN WHY YOU PICKED THE IMAGE YOU DID TO MATCH UP WITH THIS QUOTE:  
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

8. “In every stage of these Oppressions We have petitioned for Redress (a fix to a problem/to make peace) in the humblest 
terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every 
act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.” 

 
This quote best matches with image_______.  
EXPLAIN WHY YOU PICKED THE IMAGE YOU DID TO MATCH UP WITH THIS QUOTE:  

 
Image Set A 
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Image Set B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Image Set C 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Image Set D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Image Set E 
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Image Set F 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Image Set G 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image Set H 
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Sample Test Questions for this unit: 

*Below is an amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 

 

 
Which colonial complaint from the Declaration of 

Independence does the amendment reflect? 

   

A.  The King required the colonists to provide food and 

shelter for the British military.  

B.  The King required the colonists to provide 

protection from the Native Americans.  

C.  The King required the colonists to register to be 

soldiers in the British military.  

D.  The King required the colonists to pay taxes on 

domestic and imported goods. 

*Which of the following was one of the grievances listed in the 

Declaration of Independence?  

A.  making wealthy merchants pay higher taxes  

B.  denying colonists the right to a trial by jury  

C.  subjecting colonists to cruel punishment  

D.  showing favoritism to certain colonies  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The passage below comes from the Declaration of Independence. 

 

 
According to this passage, what is the principle role of 

government?  

 

A.  to promote greater social equality  

B.  to protect the natural rights of citizens  

C.  to glorify the ruler in the eyes of the Creator  

D.  to help individuals cooperate against the forces of nature  
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II. Making the Constitution: (includes “The Articles of Confederation, “Preamble,” and “Federalists vs. Anti-federalists”) 
Learning Goal: The student will understand how the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation led to the development of 
the Constitution, and that the U.S. Constitution establishes the government and the principles upon which it is based. 

Fill in the blanks with the correct term below it in the WORD BANK. 
 
The Articles of ________________ was the ________ American Government after the ________________________________. 
The ____________________ replaced it after it was _________, or approved, at the ________________________________. 

WORD BANK:   first, Confederation, Constitution, Constitutional Convention, ratified, Declaration of Independence 
 
Directions: The first half of the T-chart already has major weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation. For each weakness, fill in 
the other side of the t-chart with an example of how the Constitution fixed it. Use Letters A-F below. 

Weaknesses of the Articles How the Constitution improved 

1. Example: Congress/Legislative Branch had no power to tax and pay for things 
like an army to defend. 

2. No central leadership (executive Branch) 
3. No National court system (judicial branch) 
4. Congress/Legislative branch had no power to enforce its laws 
5. Congress/Legislative branch had no power to regulate trade 
6. Changes to the Articles required unanimous consent of 13 states. (ALL states 

had to agree to amend) 

1. A 
2. ______ 
3. ______ 
4. ______ 
5. ______ 
6. ______ 
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“Central” authority means the “national” or “federal” government. “Regional” authority means the lower governments. (like the 
states) Which option below best describes the meaning of the political cartoon and the image below? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A.   The Articles of Confederation is portrayed as a sinking ship being destroyed by its weaknesses. (like no power to collect 
taxes, no power to enforce laws, etc...) A new government, the Constitution will need to be made. The Articles did NOT 
GIVE ENOUGH power to the states, and gave TOO MUCH to the federal government. 

B.  The Articles of Confederation is portrayed as a sinking ship being destroyed by its weaknesses. (like no power to collect 
taxes, no power to enforce laws, etc...) A new government, the Constitution will need to be made. The Articles gave 
TOO MUCH power to the states, and NOT ENOUGH to the federal government. 

C. The U.S. Constitution is shown sailing through tough conditions and surviving because of the ways it fixed the Articles of 
Confederation. The Articles DID NOT GIVE ENOUGH power to the states, and gave TOO MUCH POWER to the federal 
government. 

Check your understanding: Why did the Americans make a country with such a weak federal government (confederacy) to start?  
A. The people wanted a government like the King in England. 
B. Americans had just fought a war to overthrow a King as ruler. 
C. Americans wanted all decisions made by one government.  

Directions: Fill in the blanks using the word bank below it. 

Bicameral means having TWO houses in a Congress. 

________________________Plan Virginia Plan ____________________________________ 

1 Legislative Chamber.  
Each state gets one vote.  
This plan favored 
___________________________.  
 

2 Legislative chambers, both based on 

________________________________________. 
This plan favored  

________________________________________.  
 

2 Legislative chambers. 
The _________________ is based on equal 
votes like the New Jersey Plan. (two 
votes per state) 
The _______________________________ 
Is based on population like the 
Virginia Plan. 

 

Word Bank: big states, Great Compromise (U.S. congress today), House of Representatives, New Jersey, population, Senate, small 

states 

After analyzing the cartoon below, pick the BEST option that summarizes the significance of Shay's Rebellion. 
A. It proved that the Articles of 
Confederation worked perfectly. 
B. It proved how weak the Articles of 
Confederation was and Americans called 
for a Constitutional Convention to replace 
it. 
C. It led to Congress passing amendments 
to allow the collection of income tax and 
selective service to draft citizens for a 
common defense. 

D. The Supreme Court ruled in favor of Daniel Shays, which gave more property rights and lower taxes to Americans. 
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Learning Goal: The student will understand how the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation led to the 

development of the Constitution, and that the U.S. Constitution establishes the government and the 

principles upon which it is based. 

The Preamble: An introduction to the Constitution that contains the GOALS of our government.  (like a thesis 

statement) 

Directions: Each of the parts of the preamble below in the left column are GOALS that the founding fathers 

set for our government to accomplish. Match the correct phrase in the left column (numbers 1-6) with the 

correct answer choice in the right column (letters A-F). These are the ways in which those GOALS from the 

preamble are fulfilled in our country through other parts of the constitution.  

1. We the People of the United States,  
Best matches with Letter ____ 

A. Congress can raise an army, (use selective service) and 
declare war. We have the 2nd amendment right to bear 
arms. The President is Commander-in-chief of the 
military.  

2. In order to form a more perfect 
union, 
Best matches with Letter ____ 

B. Congress can provide for the general welfare. They 
pass laws that can provide for affordable housing, 
health care (Medicaid/Medicare), and social security 
benefits for the retired/elderly.   

3. Establish justice, ensure domestic 
tranquility, 
Best matches with Letter ____ 

C. The founders fixed the Articles of Confederation with 
an AMENDMENT PROCESS that requires 2/3 of 
Congress and 3/4 of the states to fix problems in the 
U.S. Constitution with new amendments. 

4. Provide for the common defense,  
Best matches with Letter ____ 

D. The Congress funds National Parks, the Environmental 
Protection Agency, and passes laws to protect 
endangered species to preserve our environment for 
future generations. Congress can provide additional 
funding to schools. In schools, children are prepared 
for their futures and taught about their rights and 
responsibilities.   

5. Promote the general welfare, 
Best matches with Letter ____ 

E. We have a self-government/representative democracy 
with limited government. (Articles I, II, and III create 
checks and balances) Citizens have voting rights 
protected in the 15th, 19th, 24th, and 26th amendments 
that protect minorities and diversity.  

6. And secure the blessing of Liberty to 
ourselves and our posterity, do 
ordain and establish this Constitution 
for the United States of America.  
Best matches with Letter ____ 

F. Article III makes a Judicial Branch which 
interprets/reviews laws made by the legislative and 
executive branch. The 6th (and 7th) amendment(s) 
guarantee a trial by jury. An obligation of citizenship is 
jury duty.  
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Learning Goal: The student will be able to evaluate the Bill of Rights and other amendments to the Constitution, in relation to 
the viewpoints of the Federalists and Anti-Federalists. 

Directions:  
Which of America's first political parties would 
say each of the statements below? For example, 
for any statement below you think describes a 
Federalist’s viewpoint, you will write the number 
of that statement in the "Federalists would say 
it” box. If you think the statement is something 
both Anti-federalists and Federalists would say, 
you will write the number of that statement in 
the "Both Parties would say it" box.  
 
Statements: 

1. We believed in American independence from Great Britain and freedom for our citizens. 
2. We opposed/were against the Constitution’s first draft, without a list of rights.  
3. We wanted the Constitution's first draft approved, without a list of rights.  
4. We feared a strong central government.  
5. We believed citizens had rights that should be protected. 
6. We thought the Constitution needed a list of protected rights.  
7. We thought the Constitution, with checks and balances already in it, was enough to preserve the citizens' rights without 

a list.  
8. We didn't want a list of rights because we worried it might be the ONLY rights that citizens had.  
9. We agreed to the Bill of Rights as a COMPROMISE to get the Constitution ratified/approved.  

Federalists 
would say it 

Both Parties would say 
it 

Anti-federalists 
would say it 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

What was the 
purpose of the 
Federalist Papers? 
(FILL IN THE BLANKS) 

The Federalist Papers were propaganda written by the _____________________________ party to 
convince the American people to tell their representatives to ratify/approve the new U.S. 
______________________________________.  

Directions: Read the primary source quotes BELOW from members of the Federalist and Antifederalist parties. For each quote, 
determine whether it was said by a Federalist or Anti-federalist. BRIEFLY EXPLAIN YOUR REASONING.  

1. “Our country is too large to have all affairs directed by a single (national) government.”-Thomas Jefferson  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. “the point next in order to be examined is the “insufficiency (not being strong enough) of the present Confederation to the preservation 

(survival) of the Union (country).”-Alexander Hamilton  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. "I acknowledge that [abuse of power] is dangerous, and it ought to be [protected] against: I acknowledge, also, the new form of 
government may…prevent it: yet there is another thing it will as effectually do — it will oppress and ruin the people." -Patrick Henry  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. “Nothing is more certain than the necessity of government, and it is equally undeniable, that whenever and however it is instituted, the 
people must cede (give up) to [government] some of their natural rights in order to [provide] it with [enough] powers.”  - John Jay 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
5. "[W]hen the people…part with power, they can [rarely] or never [regain] it again [unless they use] force. Many instances can be produced 
in which the people have voluntarily increased the powers of their rulers; but few, if any, in which rulers have willingly [limited] their authority. 
This is a sufficient reason to induce you to be careful [about how much] power [you give to] government." -Robert Yates 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. In…the republic of America, the power surrendered by the people, is first divided between [the national and the state/local] governments, 
and then…subdivided [into] separate [branches]. A double security [protects] the rights of the people. The different governments will control 
each other; at the same time that each will be controlled by itself.” (checks and balances) -James Madison 
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Directions: Use the Word Bank below to fill in the blanks in the “Constitutional Table of Contents. 
Legislative Amended Constitution  Executive Federalism 

Goals States Steps Judicial  

 
Constitutional Table of Contents 

Section The sections below of the Constitution, answer these 
questions:  

Key Information 

Preamble What does the Constitution do? What are the ________ of 
the government? 

This is the introduction to the constitution 
which states the purpose of the government. 

Article I How does the ___________ branch create laws? Congress is made up of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives 

Article II How does the____________ branch carry out laws? The president is the head of this branch.  

Article III How does the ____________ branch interpret these laws? The Supreme Court can decide if laws or 
actions made by the other branches are 
constitutional or not. 

Article IV How should the ________ get along with each other?  States must respect each other’s laws legal 
judgements. (ex: extradition of criminals) 

Article V How can the Constitution be ___________, or changed? 2/3 both houses of Congress must vote to 
propose an amendment and 3/4 of the state 
legislatures must vote to approve it.  

Article VI How does FEDERALISM work? Which law is supreme? The Constitution is the “supreme law of the 
land.” ALL States MUST follow U.S. Law.  

Article VII What STEPS have to be taken to make the Constitution the 
law of the land?  

The Bill of Rights was added to the 
Constitution before it was ratified/approved.  

Amendments What changes have been made to the ________________?  There are 27 amendments/changes in the 
U.S. Constitution.  

 
Sample Test Questions for this unit: 

 
1. Why did the Founding Fathers decide to replace the Articles of 
Confederation with a new constitution? SS.7.C.1.5 
A.  The national government under the Articles could not 
enforce laws.  
B.  The Articles were only supposed to be a temporary 
solution.  
C.  The president had too much power.  
D.  The states were calling for a new constitution. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
2. Why did the Framers promise to add a bill of rights to the U.S. 
Constitution?  SS.7.C.1.8 
A.  Anti-Federalists would not support the U.S. Constitution 
without a list of rights being promised.  
B.  Anti-Federalists convinced the Federalists that it would 
be harder to ratify with a bill of rights.  
C.  Federalists convinced the Anti-Federalists that it would 
be easier to ratify with a bill of rights.  
D.  Federalists would not support the Constitution without 
a list of rights being promised.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
3. What is a goal of government according to the Preamble of 
the U.S. Constitution? SS.7.C.1.6 
A. To provide public education.   
B. To promote the rights of government over the common 
good.  
C. To protect the rights and freedoms of future generations. 

4. Which statement explains the purpose of the Preamble to the 
U.S. Constitution? SS.7.C.1.6    
A.  It defines the responsibilities of the three branches of 
government.  
B.  It creates a domestic policy for the federal government.  
C.  It establishes the rights and responsibilities of citizens.  
D.  It outlines the goals of the U.S. Constitution.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
5. Which purpose of government found in the Preamble could be 
used to justify the position in this passage? 
 

 
A.  guarantee of cooperation among Americans 
B.  improve the quality of life for Americans 
C.  protect equal rights of citizens 
D.  protect American people from threats 
 

 

 


