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Student Name:___________________________
I. Foreign and Domestic Policy
Learning Goal: Students will understand the difference between domestic and foreign policy, recognize government
and citizen participation in international organizations, and describe examples of how the United States has dealt with
international conflicts.
Directions: Fill in the blanks below with the correct term from the word bank that follows.
The nation’s plans and decisions for making laws and policies that affect people in the United States is known as
____________________________________________. Some examples include laws and policies about jobs, health care, and education.
The nation’s overall plan for our relationships with OTHER countries is called _______________________________________________.
The U.S. Constitution lists several powers for Congress and the President that deal specifically with both of these types of
policy. This includes a plan for _______________________, which means trying to keep good relationships with other nations. The
President is the chief diplomat. With the Senate’s approval, the President can make __________________ or agreements with
other countries, and nominate _____________________________ to represent us in other countries at an embassy. The government
has to decide which countries to form an _______________________ with, which might include military agreements with other
nations. The President also nominates a ____________________________________ to run the U.S. Department of State. Their primary
job is to work on international relations and work toward achieving the following U.S. foreign policy goals.
(1) national security (keeping the United States safe, especially at its borders), (2) promoting peace (creating relationships
and alliances with other nations and joining international organizations such as NATO or the UN,) (3) spreading democracy
(talking with other nations about the benefits of democratic government), (4) promoting international trade (the buying
and selling of goods between countries) and (5) providing ______________________________ (military, economic, and other types of
help to countries in need).

Word Bank: Secretary of State, Foreign Policy, Domestic Policy, treaties, foreign aid, alliance, Ambassadors, diplomacy
Directions: There are 2 sets of quotes below. Which one is supporting domestic policy? Which one is supporting foreign
policy? FILL IN THE BLANKS BELOW with the correct term, either foreign or domestic, and explain why.
Quote set 1: “There shouldn’t be nobody homeless, how can the president fix the world’s problems when he hasn’t fixed
home yet?” - Nas from “Rule the World”
"From this day forward, a new vision will govern our land…it's going to be only America first, America first.“
– from former President Trump’s inaugural address.
QUOTE SET 1 SUPPORTS _______________________POLICY BECAUSE

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ ------------------------------------------Quote set 2: “For the United States, supporting international development is more than just an expression of our compassion.
It is a vital investment in the free, prosperous, and peaceful international order that fundamentally serves our national
interest.” – Former U.S. Secretary of State, Condoleezza Rice
“Helping other countries is important. If it’s done right, it spreads America’s influence around the world in a positive way.”
– U.S. Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL)
QUOTE SET 2 SUPPORTS _______________________POLICY BECAUSE
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Directions: Read the following 3 terms and their definitions in order to complete the next activity in this study guide.
International
organization
Intergovernmental
organization
non-governmental
organization (NGO)

Involve governments or people from different countries working together to solve an
issue that crosses country borders. Reaching across borders is what makes them
“international.”
These are organizations formed between governments. They are based on formal
agreements between three or more countries that have come together for a specific
purpose.
NGOs/INGOs are private organizations that work independently from any government.
They do a variety of things: help people who are suffering, help the poor, protect the
environment, provide for basic needs like food and water, or help communities to
become better places to live. They do not allow government representatives to join their
organizations. Individuals can work for NGOs/INGOs or give money to them.

Directions: Match up each of the international organizations below (numbers 1-10) with the correct definition
(letters A-J.) Some of the organizations are already matched up for you.
1. United Nations (UN)
A. Allows free trade among the United States, Canada,
LETTER __________
and Mexico and has helped with trade, created
jobs, and encouraged the economic growth of its
members.
2. North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
B. an organization founded in 1945 to keep the
LETTER __________
peace, (after two World Wars in the first half of the
century) develop friendly relationships among
countries, and improve the quality of life for the
world’s poor people; consists of 193 member
countries
3. International Red Cross/Red Crescent
C. A group of 29 countries that have agreed to
LETTER __________
protect each other in case of attack; they formed to
protect themselves against the Soviet Union and
its communist allies. It is a military and defense
agreement among the governments of member
nations (after two World Wars in the first half of
the century)
4. European Union
D. A United Nations program that provides help and
LETTER __________
care to mothers and children in poor nations. They
help with education, health, food, and other issues.
Individuals can help by donating money and
educating others about what this organization
does.
5. North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
E. This is an international humanitarian organization
LETTER A
with approximately 97 million volunteers,
members and staff. It was founded to protect
human life and health, to promote respect for all
human beings, and to help people who suffer
because of war or natural disasters. Individuals
and governments support this organization by
donating money, educating people, and
volunteering.
6. United Nations International Children’s
F. This international organization was created to
Emergency Fund (UNICEF)
promote trade and economic growth by lowering
LETTER D
taxes and removing limits on some types of trade.
Countries may join and make agreements about
trade and taxes.
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7.

World Trade Organization (WTO)
LETTER F

8.

World Bank
LETTER __

9.

World Court
LETTER G

10. World Health Organization
LETTER ______
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G. This international organization gives legal advice
to the UN and deals with international legal issues,
such as a disagreement about borders between
countries. Countries may become members by
meeting the requirements of the UN. Individuals
may work or intern with this group.
H. A specialized agency of the United Nations that is
concerned with international public health. It was
established on 7 April 1948, and is headquartered
in Geneva, Switzerland. Since its establishment, it
has played a leading role in the eradication of
smallpox. Its current priorities include
communicable diseases, in particular HIV/AIDS,
Ebola, malaria and tuberculosis, etc…
I. A political and economic union of 27 member
states that are located primarily in Europe. This
union has developed a common currency (the
euro) and a standardized system of laws that apply
in all member states to ensure the free movement
of people, goods, services and money.
J. This is an international financial institution that
provides loans to countries of the world for
projects that invests in that country’s future. This
institutions stated goal is the reduction of poverty.

Directions: Match the international conflicts below (numbers 1-7) with the correct Sources (Source A-G) over the next
few pages.
1.

World War I (1914-1918) - a war between the allies (Russia, France, British Empire, Italy, U.S., Japan, Romania,
Serbia, Belgium, Greece, Portugal, Montenegro) and the central powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey,
Bulgaria). The U.S. declared war on Germany after German U-Boats sunk British submarines and merchant ships
carrying U.S. citizens. THIS INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT BEST MATCHES WITH LETTER _______

2.

World War II - a war that began on July7, 1937 in Asia and September 1, 1939 in Europe and lasted until 1945; it
involved most of the world’s countries. The U.S. declared war on Japan after Japan bombed a naval base in Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii. Hawaii was a U.S. territory at the time. THIS INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT BEST MATCHES WITH
LETTER _______

3.

Korean War (1950-1953) - a war between communist North and democratic South Korea; South Korea was aided
by the U.S. and other members of the United Nations. THIS INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT BEST MATCHES WITH
LETTER _______

4.

Vietnam War - (1954-1975) a military conflict between the Communist forces of North Vietnam supported by
China and the Soviet Union and the non-Communist forces of South Vietnam supported by the U.S. THIS
INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT BEST MATCHES WITH LETTER _______
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5.

Bays of Pigs Invasion (Cuba, 1961) The Bay of Pigs is a small bay off the coast of Cuba in the Caribbean Sea. This
location was the site of an attempted invasion of Cuba by a group of people who were against the communist
dictator, Fidel Castro. The United States led this attempted invasion in hopes of putting an end to the threat of
communism so close to the U.S. (Cuba is only 90 miles away from the Florida Keys)
AND
Cuban Missile Crisis (Cuba, 1962) - Tensions were high between communist and non-communist nations during
the Cuban Missile Crisis. The USSR (Soviet Russia) decided to put missiles in Cuba to threaten the United States.
President Kennedy threatened military action and after a 13-day political and military standoff, the tense situation
ended and further conflict, including war, was avoided.
THESE INTERNATIONAL CONFLICTS BEST MATCH WITH LETTER _______

6.

Iran Hostage Crisis (Iran, 1979-1980) a group of students supporting the Iranian Revolution took over the U.S.
embassy in Tehran, Iran and held 66 U.S. citizen diplomats hostage for 444 days. During this crisis, President Carter
said that the U.S. would “not yield to blackmail”, which meant that the U.S. was not willing to use diplomacy to
secure the release of the hostages. After Ronald Reagan was elected president in 1980, diplomacy was used with
Iran and the hostages were released on January 20, 1981, the day of President Reagan’s inauguration.
THIS INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT BEST MATCHES WITH LETTER _______

7.

Gulf War I (Persian Gulf-Operation Desert Storm) –In 1991, Iraq invaded a neighboring country called Kuwait. A
coalition force of 34 nations mandated by the United Nations and led by the U.S. used the military to stop Iraq.
AND
Gulf War II (Operation Iraqi Freedom) - in 2003, the U.S., the United Kingdom and other nations used military
forces to remove a dictator, Saddam Hussein, from power in Iraq.
THESE INTERNATIONAL CONFLICTS BEST MATCH WITH LETTER _______

Source A

Domestic Policy: As a result of the crisis,
the United States had a shortage in
oil/petroleum/gasoline supply. President
Carter suggested rationing Americans gas
usage, but the people and Congress did not
support this policy on a national level.

Foreign Policy: A U.S. embassy was overrun by protesters
angry with U.S. intervention in their country. Today, the U.S.
still does not have an embassy with an ambassador from the
state department in this country.
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Source B
Foreign Policy: President Wilson asks Congress to declare war
on Germany after civilian ships are sunk in the Atlantic Ocean.

Domestic Policy: Congress and President Wilson
passed the Espionage and Sedition Acts, making it
illegal to speak out against the war. This political
cartoon is criticizing the violation of 1st amendment
rights.

Source C

Foreign Policy: After World War II, the United States was

concerned with the spread of communism from the Soviet
Union to other countries. These events increased nuclear
tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union when
Soviet nuclear missiles were found on the communist island
nation of Cuba.

Domestic Policy: As early as 1951, the federal
government used tax payer dollars to fund
informational videos on “duck and cover” drills to
prepare school children for the prospect of nuclear
war. President John Kennedy said, “Domestic policy
can only defeat us; foreign policy can kill us.”
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Source D
Domestic Policy: To help pay for the war, the United States
Congress passed the Revenue Act of 1951 which temporarily
increased individual income tax and corporate tax rates.

Foreign Policy: After World War II, the United States was concerned with the spread of communism from the
Soviet Union to other countries. This war was fought to help South Korea stay a democratic nation.

Source E

Foreign Policy: The U.S. and a coalition/alliance
defended the nation of Kuwait from an invading
neighbor country. 12 years later, the U.S. would
fight to remove a dictator from this country
suspected of having weapons of mass destruction.
The U.S. still has troops in this country today.

Domestic Policy: The U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs is
funded by Congress/federal taxes. They provide medical care to
currently active and retired veterans.
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Source F

Foreign Policy: Congress
declares war on Japan after they
attacked Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

Domestic Policy: The U.S. issues ration books and
coupons to save more food for troops overseas.

Source G

Domestic Policy: The draft lottery for selective
service was very unpopular during this controversial
war. “Old enough to fight, old enough to vote” became
the rallying cry of anti-war protesters and draft
dodgers. In 1971, Congress proposed the 26th
amendment and the states ratified, which changed the
voting age from 21 to 18.

Foreign Policy: After World War II, the United States was concerned with the spread
of communism from the Soviet Union to other countries. This war was fought to help
South Vietnam stay a democratic nation, but the U.S. was not successful.
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Sample Test Questions for this unit:
1. Which of the following might cause the president to
seek approval from the United Nations to take military
action in a foreign country?
A.
B.
C.
D.

to deal with international conflict
to control global warming
to establish new treaties
to encourage free trade

The conversation below concerns a world event.
Anthony: I saw on the news today that a natural disaster
struck Asia.
Jayce: Asia is very far away. I wish there was a way we could
help.
Anthony: Unfortunately, there is nothing that we can do to
help.
Jayce: Sure there is!
2.

A.
B.
C.
D.

Which is an example of how Anthony and Jayce can
help the victims of this natural disaster?
contribute to an international organization
contribute to a Political Action Committee
volunteer at a local organization
volunteer at the American Humane Society

The passage below is from a speech proposing U.S. policy.
“I believe that it must be the policy of the United States
to support free peoples who are resisting attempted
subjugation by armed minorities or by outside
pressures.
I believe that we must assist free peoples to work out
their own destinies in their own way.
I believe that our help should be primarily through
economic and financial aid which is essential to
economic stability and orderly political processes.”
-President Harry S Truman, Address to Congress, March
12, 1947
3.

According to this excerpt, which action did President
Truman most likely support?
A.
commit thousands of US troops and fight wars for
every country that needs help in becoming a democracy
B.
to help support and fund nations so they can
strengthen their democracies
C.
to invade any country that is not a democracy
D.
to force countries to join into military alliances

4.

A.
B.
C.
D.

Which international organization encourages
countries to work together for peace?
North American Free Trade Agreement
United Nations (UN)
World Court
World Bank

Below are two newspaper headlines:
“Civil Rights Act Passed by US Congress”
“Women’s Suffrage Amendment Ratified by US States”
5.

A.
B.
C.
D.

Which type of government affairs are illustrated in the
headlines?
international relations
diplomatic relations
domestic policy
foreign policy

The passage below is from a presidential speech.
“To those people in the huts and villages of half the
globe struggling to break the bonds of mass misery, we
pledge our best efforts to help them help themselves,
for whatever period is required…
Not because the Communists may be doing it, not
because we seek their votes, but because it is right. If a
free society cannot help the many who are poor, it
cannot save the few who are rich.”
- President John F. Kennedy, Inaugural Address, January
20, 1961
Which policy did President Kennedy most likely support?
A.
to invade countries that are receiving help from
Communist nations
B.
to sell military weapons to other countries so they can
protect themselves from a corrupt government
C.
to provide foreign aid in a variety of forms to countries
throughout the world
D.
to only trade with prosperous nations with healthy
economies
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II. Forms and Systems of Government

Learning Goal: Students will be able to compare different forms and systems of government.
Vocabulary Review Directions: Match the terms below with the correct definition in the right column that best matches
A. A type of government where there is rule by ONE person. (there are 2 more specific types)
• Autocratic rule/Autocracy- A
B. A complete lack of any government.
• Direct Democracy_____
C. Representative democracy; a form of government where the people elect
• Republic_____
representatives to rule based on their needs. (popular sovereignty)
• Sovereignty____
D.
A form of government where there is rule by the few.
• Constitutional Monarchy____
E.
Dictatorship; a form of government where one person takes power and rules with
• Theocracy ____
absolute authority.
• Communism___
F. A form of government where a king or queen is limited in their power by a
• Absolute Monarchy_____
constitution that specifies others who rule instead.
• Socialism______
G. A strong form of democratic government where government runs some of the largest
• Totalitarianism_______
parts of the economy…which means lots of government intervention and
• Anarchy______
regulation/rules for businesses and services. (ex: state controlled free healthcare,
• Oligarchy______
higher minimum wage, paid vacation/maternity leave, free college tuition, far left)
H. A form of government that controls the entire economy where there is no private
ownership of business. The government distributes all wealth, property, food, etc.…
(extreme left)
I. A form of government where a king or queen has unlimited power and rule is passed
on by blood to a son or daughter.
J. A form of government where religion is the source of authority and power. This type
of government is coupled with another type that rules with religious authority.
K. A form of government where the people vote on all laws directly. (popular
sovereignty)
L. This term is used to describe where a government gets its power/authority to rule from.
Fill in the blanks in the chart
using the correct terms
ABOVE
=Autocracy

THEOCRACY could fit ANYWHERE on this
chart since rule by religion is coupled with
another type always.

For each scenario below (1-7): Figure out which form of government is being described. Some examples have multiple types of
government. USE THE TERMS ABOVE FOR YOUR ANSWER CHOICES. *Autocracy is rule by one, BUT there are
multiple types. IF YOU PICK Autocracy you will need to pick another term as well. Sovereignty will NOT be an answer
choice since it just means “where the power to rule comes from in a government.”
1.

2.

There was once a caveman named Og. He was bigger and stronger than the other cavemen and found that he could use his
size to intimidate the other cavemen into following his commands. If they didn’t, he would use his size and strength to
punish them. (HINT: 2 TYPES) ____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
As Og got older he realized the errors he had made in his younger years. He married a cavewoman named Purr and
together they ruled all the cave people of the region. Eventually they had a son (named Ug) and passed their power to him
when they died. (HINT: 2 TYPES) _____________________________________________________________________
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3.

Ug was young when he inherited his power and appointed a cave-priest as his advisor. The cave priest told Ug that he
needed to follow the way of the cave-gods because only THEY knew what was best for Ug’s people. Although Ug could
make all of the final decisions, Ug began to use the cave priest’s advice, which came from the cave-gods.
(HINT: 3 TYPES) _____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Little did the cave-people know, there was a meteor headed toward where they lived! It smashed into the ground, killing
most of the people including Ug and the cave-priest. The survivors crawled from the ashes with no real leadership or
structure of rules. People began to fight amongst each other for supplies. _______________________________________
5. Several of the smarter cavemen gain control of the surviving cave-people with their new ideas for planting and farming.
Over time, they decide they don’t want to lose their control, so they decide to keep all the power for decision making in
their small group. They own all of the farms and plants and decide how to distribute food to the people.
(HINT: 2 TYPES) _____________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. The cave-people eventually got tired of the few smart cavemen ruling over every decision and rebelled against them. As
time passed the cave-people began creating small cave-towns spread around the region. In order to make rules, they would
meet as a cave-town. Everyone had a say in the meetings, and they would pass laws. Any disagreements were settled in the
meetings by everyone. ______________________________________________________________________________
7. Eventually the cave people decided that the key to survival was working for the good of the whole population. They
founded a capital and everyone in each cave town voted to choose a representative for their town. They sent this
representative once a month to discuss the needs of their village and make decisions for the entire population of the region.
They choose an overall leader to help enforce the decisions made by each cave-towns representative. The cave town
representatives began to vote on increasing taxes and providing more and more government services to the people.
(HINT: 2 TYPES)_________________________________________________________________________
Use the PICTURES BELOW: Match the definitions (A through D) with the correct SYSTEM of government

A SYSTEM of Government
explains how the power to
rule is ORGANIZED/DIVIDED
between different LEVELS of
government.

KEY of Letters:
Federal/National/Central
Government=F/N/C
State/local governments=S

SYSTEMS OF GOVERNMENT
• Parliamentary________
• Unitary_________
• Confederal(Confederacy)___
• Federal_________

A. A system of government where the people vote for representatives in a legislative
branch and their representatives select their Prime Minister, or chief executive.
B. A system of government where all the power to rule is in ONE place at the top level/
a central/national/federal government.
C. A system of government where power is shared between local/state and
national/federal/central levels of government.
D. A system of government where the majority of power is given to local/state
governments and they are tied together by a very weak central/national/federal
government.
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For each scenario below (1-4): Figure out which SYSTEM of government is being described and explain why.
USE THE TERMS ABOVE TO ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS. Use the UCF CHART to help.
1.

2.

From 1861-1865, the United States had a Civil War. 11 Southern States seceded, or left, the Union (the National
government that connects all the states). The 11 states argued they didn’t have enough power to make their own decisions
anymore. Each of the 11 states agreed to come together to elect their own President, mainly to have a common form of
currency (money) for trade and to work together for military purposes. However, MOST of the power to make everyday
laws stayed with each of the 11 states themselves. What system of government does this most closely match up with and
why? ____________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
In The Hunger Games Trilogy, there are 13 districts with their own local governments. However, each government
DOESN’T HAVE ANY REAL POWER. All of the decisions that affect the country of Panem are made by the Capitol
that rules over the whole country. What system of government does this most closely match up with and why?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.

In the United States, the National government makes laws in Washington D.C. that the whole country has to follow.
However, each state in the U.S. makes its own laws as well. Many laws in New York are different than laws in Florida.
People in New York have to follow the laws made in Washington D.C. and in New York, but not the laws in Florida.
What system of government does this most closely match up with and why? ____________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.

In the United Kingdom, citizens don’t vote for a President in an Executive Branch. Instead, citizens vote for their
representatives in a legislative branch who make laws. The political party that gets the most votes is able to appoint their
leader, with the Queen’s approval, as the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister has a similar function to that of the U.S.
President. What system of government does this most closely match up with and why? ___________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Sample Test Questions for this unit:
*Refer to the political cartoon below.

Which statement below BEST matches with this political cartoon?
A.
This country overthrew a dictator and is considering a country
where either the people or religion will rule.
B.
This country overthrew a king and is considering a country where
either a small group rules or the people rule.
C.
This country ended a system where the people rule and is
considering a country ruled by a dictator.
D.
This country is transitioning from a system where the people own
all of the country's resources, to a country where a king rules.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------*In which system of government are members of the Executive Branch
chosen by members of the Legislative Branch?
A.
Confederal
B.
Autocratic
C.
Parliamentary
D.
Oligarchic
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------*Use the scenario below to answer the question.
“In a country, a national government makes laws that everyone has to
follow. However, smaller governments can make laws for the people in
their jurisdiction that are different, as long as they don’t violate the national
laws.”
Which system of government is described?
A.
Parliamentary
B.
Unitary
C.
Federal
D.
Confederal
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*Refer to the image below.

Source: Scholastic Library Publishing
Which form of government would BEST match
with this image?
A.
Dictatorship/Totalitarianism
B.
Limited Monarchy
C.
Absolute Monarchy
D.
Representative Democracy
------------------------------------------------------------------*Which of the following forms of government is
based on the election of representatives?
A.
Republic
B.
Dictatorship
C.
Oligarchy
D.
Communism
------------------------------------------------------------------*Read the statement below.

The National Government
holds all the power.
Which system of government does this statement
represent?
A.
Parliamentary
B.
Unitary
C.
Federal
D.
Confederal
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The Florida Constitution and Local Government
Learning Goal: Students will be able to compare the structure of the Federal and State governments (Constitutions, lawmaking
process, obligations and services.)

Use the WORD BANK below to fill in the blanks:
The United States has a system of government where power is shared between national/central/federal and
state/local governments. This SYSTEM is known as ___________________________. The ________________________________
establishes that all powers from the U.S. Constitution and laws made by the U.S. government must be
followed by the states and all local governments. ____________________________ powers (which means they are
given to the U.S.), also known as ______________________ powers (which means they are NUMBERED like Article I,
Section 8) or ___________________ powers (which means they are directly stated) are listed DIRECTLY in the U.S.
Constitution. Examples include coining money, declaring war, regulating interstate trade, establishing post
offices, and creating treaties with other countries. ______________ powers are not found in the Constitution, but
are “stretched” (known as the “necessary and proper” or ______________ clause) from ones that are.
Examples would be drafting citizens into selective service, which comes from Congress’ power to “raise an
army” and “declare war.”
The ____________________ in the U.S. Constitution establishes states’ rights, also known as ________________powers.
This means that whatever the U.S. government CAN’T do, the states and local governments have the power
to decide. Examples include control over education, marriage licenses, driver’s licenses, conducting elections,
etc… ___________________ powers are shared by both the National/Central/Federal government and the
state/local governments. This means that they are found in BOTH the U.S. and State Constitutions. Some
examples would be the ability to tax citizens, make and enforce laws, build roads, and establish courts and
justice.
Word Bank: Delegated, Concurrent, Federalism, Enumerated, Reserved, Supremacy Clause, Expressed,
10th amendment, Implied, Elastic
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Understanding the Relationship between State and Federal Government:
Look at the overview of the U.S. Constitution and the Florida Constitution (below) and then answer the
questions that follow.

The U.S. Constitution

The Florida Constitution

: (Describes the State
amendment
process…how to change
the State Constitution)
(1-10 are the “Bill of Rights.” Then amendments 11-27)

Applies ONLY to the UNITED
STATES Constitution
?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Applies to BOTH the UNITED
STATES and FLORIDA
Constitutions
?

Word Bank:

Applies ONLY to the FLORIDA
Constitution
?

the power to make local governments
3 branches of government
a Preamble with the goals of the government
a "declaration of rights"
the power to make election laws
a "Bill of Rights" in Amendments 1-10
the power to collect taxes (think about which BRANCH of government can do this…)
an Amendment Process (to make changes to the Constitution)
the power to make laws about EDUCATION
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Compare/Contrast the Structure of the Federal Government vs. The Florida Government
LOOK IN THE LEFT COLUMN FOR CLUES ON HOW TO FILL OUT THE RIGHT COLUMN.
▪ The Executive Branch: Fill in the blanks in the t-chart below describing the differences between the Federal
Government’s Executive Branch and Florida’s Executive Branch.
The Federal Government
The State Government
The leader of the Executive Branch is the President.
The leader of the Executive Branch is the ______________.
If the President is removed from office (impeached), resigns
(quits), or dies in office, then the Vice President takes over.

If the __________________ is removed from office
(impeached), resigns (quits), or dies in office, then the
Lieutenant ____________________ takes over.

The President signs or vetoes laws made by the U.S.
Congress. (House and Senate of the Legislative Branch) Then,
with the help of their cabinet members and the bureaucracy
(executive branch workers), they carry out/execute/enforce
the laws.

The _____________________________________________________
laws made by the State Legislature. (House and Senate
of the State Legislative Branch) Then, with the help of
their cabinet members and the bureaucracy (executive
branch workers), they carry out/execute/enforce the
laws.
Has no power over foreign affairs with other
countries.

Can make treaties as a chief diplomat with the approval of
the U.S. Senate, act as a commander in chief of the military…
▪

The Legislative Branch: Fill in the blanks in the t-chart below describing the differences between the Federal
Government’s Legislative Branch and Florida’s Legislative Branch.
The Federal Government
The State Government
The Congress is made up of a House of Representatives and
The State ________________ is made up of a House of
a Senate.
Representatives and a Senate.
The House has 435 members (each state’s representation
based on population) who serve 2 year terms. The Senate
has 100 members (2 per state) who serve 6 year terms.
Vote on/pass bills with a majority to send to the President to
sign or veto. These laws must be followed by the whole
country.

The House has 120 members who serve _____ year
terms. The Senate has 40 members who serve _____
year terms.
Vote on/pass bills with a majority to send to the
Governor to sign or veto. These laws must only be
followed by the __________________.

Representatives in the House and the Senate can be reelected WITHOUT term limits.

Representatives in the House and the Senate DO have
term limits and can only serve for 8 years total.

▪ The Judicial Branch
MATCH the different LEVELS of Florida’s
Florida Supreme Court_______ (which number?)
court system in the diagram (numbers 1-4) County Court_________ (which number?)
with the correct court. The lowest level
Circuit Court_________(which number?)
court starts at the bottom of the pyramid.
District Court of Appeals__________(which number?)
Fill in the blanks in the t-chart below describing the differences between the U.S. Supreme Court and the Florida Supreme
Court.
US Supreme Court
Florida Supreme Court
Both have Chief Justices
9 total Justices on the bench
______ total Justices on the bench
Serve for life (appointed by President and confirmed
Serve _____ year terms (appointed from a list by the
by Senate)
________ of Florida and re-elected by Florida voters)
Mandatory retirement age of _________.
Interpret federal laws, disputes between states, hears Interpret ________ laws, hears appeals from lower ______
appeals from lower federal courts and state courts
courts
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Use the chart below to compare and contrast the amendment process established in both Constitutions.
Then, fill in the blanks in the graphic organizer that follows:
Word Bank for below:
Direct, Representative, end,
change, beginning

U.S. Constitution

Florida Constitution

The U.S. Constitution only uses ___________________ democracy
since we are a REPUBLIC. We elect representatives of the
legislative branch at the Federal level in U.S. Congress to
vote on U.S. laws. To AMEND/CHANGE the U.S.
Constitution, U.S. Representatives in Congress must have a
2/3 majority vote, AND State Representatives in
Legislatures around the county must have a 3/4 majority
vote. In the U.S. Constitution, amendments are added at
the ___________ of the document.

The Florida Constitution can use __________ democracy to
AMEND/CHANGE the Florida Constitution. This is a BIG
DEAL! This means that if you get enough people in the
state to sign a petition for a new law (8% of the voting
population from the last election), then the state is
forced to put this issue up for a vote. If 60% or more vote
"YES" than the policy officially becomes a law as part of
our Florida Constitution. This means that voters can
directly impact the amendment process in Florida
WITHOUT their state representatives in the Legislature.
Amendments aren’t added at the end, but __________the text
in the original version.

Local Government Vocabulary
Suburb
Village

A smaller community within a close distance to a major city. Winter Park is considered a
“suburb” of the city of Orlando.
A community/settlement smaller than a town.

Town/Township

A level of government smaller than a county, but bigger than a village.

County

A level of government smaller than a state and contains smaller governments like cities and
towns. Seminole County is one of 67 counties in the state of Florida.
The capital city/administrative center of a county. In Seminole County, the city of Sanford is
the seat of government.
Referring to an area of a dense population in a highly urban/big city

County Seat
Metropolitan
Statute vs. Ordinance
Governor
City Council/City Commissioners
City Charter

A law passed by a state legislature is called a statute
A law made by a level of government smaller than a state, like a city, is called an ordinance
The elected head of a state’s executive branch
The legislative body that governs a city, town, municipality, or local government area.
The legal document that established a city or town.

City Manager

Appointed by a Major or a city commission to run the administrative tasks of the city.

Mayor

The elected head of a city, town, or other municipality. They are the leader of that level of
government’s executive branch.

Home Rule

An article or amendment to the state constitution that grants cities, municipalities, and/or
counties the ability to pass laws to govern themselves as they see fit (so long as they obey the
state and federal constitutions)
Florida is a Home Rule state.
The rules of, and actions taken by, the administrative Executive branch of the state.

Public Policy
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The diagram below shows government powers.

1. What is an appropriate title for this diagram?
A.
Federalism
B.
Delegated Powers
C.
Nationalism
D.
Concurrent Powers
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------2. Which statement describes a result of federalism?
A.
Government divides power between two political parties.
B.
Government divides power among three branches.
C.
U.S. citizens must follow state and national laws.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------3. How is the structure of Florida's government similar to the structure of the
federal government?
A.
Both have an executive branch headed by a president.
B.
Both have Supreme Court justices who serve for life.
C.
Both have a legislative branch with two chambers.
D.
Both have nine Supreme Court justices.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------4. The diagram below shows some steps involved in creating a Florida state law.

What is the missing step in the lawmaking process?
A.
The President signs the bill into law.
B.
The bill goes to the Senate for a vote.
C.
The people vote on the bill in an election.
D.
The Governor can override the veto.
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5.

Which term below refers only to state
governmental powers and what is an example of
these powers?
A.
Implied powers - draft citizens into selective
service from the congressional expressed
power to "raise an army."
B.
delegated powers - coin money
C.
enumerated powers - regulate interstate trade
D.
reserved powers - run education and election
laws
-------------------------------------------------------------------------6. Which option is a shared obligation of federal, state,
and local governments and what are these powers
called?
A.
Delegated powers: making treaties with
foreign nations and issuing passports
B.
Concurrent powers: constructing roads and
highways
C.
Enumerated powers: declaring war
D.
Expressed powers: coining money
-------------------------------------------------------------------------7. Which level of government has the power to
declare war, coin money and admit new states?
A.
National
B.
State
C.
County
D.
City
-------------------------------------------------------------------------8. If parents have a concern about their child's
education, which government official would they
contact FIRST?
A.
their county school board representative
B.
their congressional representative
C.
the governor of their state
D.
the mayor of their city
-------------------------------------------------------------------------9. What do the highest courts of Florida and the
United States have in common?
A. Both have the same number of justices.
B. Both have chief justices.
C. Justices serve for life with good behavior.
D. Justices serve for set terms of office.
10. The passage below describes a dispute between
two neighbors in Florida. Which court heard the
case?
“Liz’s 16-year-old daughter backed up into Doug’s
car while it was parked in front of his house. Doug
sued Liz for $1,500 to cover the cost of repairing the
car.”
A.
B.
C.
D.

Circuit Court of Appeals
Florida Supreme Court
appellate court
county court

