
Task 3, Step 2 of the “Making the Constitution” unit 
 

The 13 colonies had fought from 1775-1783 to earn their independence and freedom during the 

Revolutionary War against Great Britain and King George III. From 1777 to 1787, the 13 colonies, 

who then became states, had operated under the flawed Articles of Confederation. Events like Shays’ 

Rebellion made the American people call for a convention for a new Constitution. In Philadelphia during 

1787, the creation of the Constitution involved hours of debate and compromise. Even when it was 

completed, some delegates/representatives were unhappy with it. Each state had to ratify/approve the 

Constitution. Basically, the delegates and the people divided into two groups, the Federalists and the 

Anti-Federalists. (the country’s first political parties)  

 

*The Anti-Federalists did not want to ratify/approve the Constitution’s first draft. Basically, they 

were upset and argued that… 

• The Constitution gave too much power to the national government and not enough to the 

state governments. 

• The Constitution did not have a bill of rights to protect the people.   

• The national government could maintain an army in peacetime. (too much power) 

• Congress, because of the 'necessary and proper clause,' wielded too much power. 

• The executive branch held too much power. 

Anti-federalists’ biggest complaint was that the Constitution lacked a Bill of Rights, and this was 

their most effective argument with the American people. The American people had just fought a war to 

defend their rights, and they did not want a national government that was too powerful to take those rights 

away again. The lack of a bill of rights from the first draft of the U.S. Constitution was the focus of the 

Anti-Federalist campaign against ratification/approval of the Constitution.  

 

*The Federalists, on the other hand, had answers to all the Anti-Federalist complaints. They 

argued that: 

• The separation of powers into three independent branches was enough to protect the rights 

of the people by limiting the power of the national government. Each branch represents a 

different aspect of the people, and because all three branches are equal, no one group can assume 

control over another with checks and balances. 

• A listing of rights can be a dangerous thing. If the national government were to protect 

specific listed rights, what would stop it from violating rights other than the listed ones? 

(For example: Did they need to list basic rights like breathing, eating, sleeping, going out at night, 

traveling freely, etc.…?) Since there are too many rights to list THEM ALL, the Federalists 

argued that it's better to list none at all. 

The Federalist Party members came together to write propaganda to persuade the American 

people called “The Federalists Papers.” By June of 1788, nine states had already ratified/approved the 

U.S. Constitution. In order to finally get the remaining states (like New York, New Hampshire, and 

Virginia) to approve/ratify the Constitution, Federalists finally agreed to compromise with the Anti-

federalists and draft/create a bill of rights. The 9th and 10th amendment satisfied both parties. They 

guarantee that whatever powers that are NOT listed in the Constitution for the Federal 

Government, are given/reserved to the State governments and the people. This satisfied the 

Federalist arguments about unlisted rights. The Bill of Rights was technically not part of the original 

Constitution, but instead were the first ten changes/amendments. They have proved to be highly important 

in protecting the rights of the people for hundreds of years.  



Directions: 

Create the columns you see here on your paper (OR JUST ON PAGE 16 OF YOUR STUDY 

GUIDE.) Which of America's first political parties would say each of the statements below? 

For example, for any statement below you think describes a Federalist’s viewpoint, you will 

write that statement in the "Federalists would say it” box. If you think the statement is something 

both Anti-federalists and Federalists would say, you will write that statement in the "Both Parties 

would say it" box.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATEMENTS BELOW: 

• We believed in American independence from Great Britain and freedom for our citizens. 

• We opposed/were against the Constitution’s first draft, without a list of rights. 

• We wanted the Constitution's first draft approved, without a list of rights. 

• We feared a strong central government. 

• We believed citizens had rights that should be protected. 

• We thought the Constitution needed a list of protected rights. 

• We thought the Constitution, with checks and balances already in it, was enough to 

preserve the citizens' rights without a list. 

• We didn't want a list of rights because we worried it might be the ONLY rights that 

citizens had. 

• We agreed to the Bill of Rights as a COMPROMISE to get the Constitution 

ratified/approved.  

 


