
Political Spectrum Activity  p.1 

Name: One Big Party? 

REPUBLICAN PARTY 
 

The Republican Party and its supporters want  
the government to spend less money and have 
less of a say in business and society. Most 
Republicans believe people and businesses 
should have the liberty to do what they want 
without much government interference. This 
party also tends to believe the government 
should protect traditional social values.  
 

Where  Republicans  stand  on… 
 

Defense: Keep peace by having a strong military 

Health Care: The government should not pay for 
peoples’  health  care 

Energy: The U.S. should rely on oil as well as 
renewable sources to be independent 

Education: Schools must have high standards, 
and students should be able to use public 
education funds to attend private schools if those 
schools are better than public schools 

Economy: Businesses will create jobs and 
opportunities for people to prosper 
 

Source: 2008 Republican Party Platform 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
 

The Democratic Party is concerned with equality, 
cooperation, and social progress. Supporters of 
this party are more likely to be concerned with 
civil rights issues, stronger government regulation 
in business, and social support networks for those 
in need of assistance. Democrats are more likely 
to believe that the federal government has a 
responsibility to be involved solving problems. 
 

Where  Democrats  stand  on… 
 

Environment: The environment is important and it 
should be protected and kept clean 

Health Care: The government should help make 
health  care  available  to  people  who  can’t  afford  it 

Energy: The U.S. should focus on renewable 
energy sources to achieve independence 

Education: The government should support 
teachers and public school funds to make existing 
public schools better 

Economy: During hard times, the government 
should help create jobs  
 

Source: 2008 Democratic National Platform 

Donkeys to the Left, Elephants to the Right 

Left  

(Liberal) 

Right  

(Conservative) 

Center  
(Moderate) 

The government should 
require that only healthy 
food options be given to 
kids at school.  

The government should 
leave it up to families to 
teach kids about food 
and should leave school 
lunches alone.   

The government should 
encourage schools to offer 
healthy alternatives in school 
lunches. Let kids and 
parents make the final 
decision. 

The Political Spectrum 
Example Issue: Healthy Choices for Kids 

Democrats Republicans 

The two major political parties in the United States are the Democrats and the Republicans.  When you 
turn 18 and get ready to vote, you will listen to many candidates from both sides (and also some from 
smaller parties).  But what makes someone a Republican or a Democrat?  What is the difference? And 
how  will  you  decide  which  party  best  fits  the  way  you  think?    It’s  important  to  remember  that  these  
platforms are written to be broad on purpose, and that people who identify strongly with one party may 
still disagree with the party platform on other issues. Here is a quick comparison:   



Going to Extremes.  One of the easiest ways to see the difference between the right and the left is to 
look at extreme viewpoints.  Read each statement and decide whether it expresses a belief on the right 
or the left.  Remember:  These beliefs are not held by everyone who identifies as a liberal or a conserva-
tive, a Democrat or a Republican.  

Name: One Big Party? 

Left or Right?  Read each proposed government action.  Would it be supported by people on the left 
or the right?  How far to the left or the right?  Or is it a moderate plan?  Place an X where you think the 
proposed government action lies on the political spectrum.  

If the government decided to... Where is that on the political spectrum? 

Support community programs that encourage 
parents to get involved in lowering the high school 
dropout rate. 

 

Pass a law raising the minimum wage, helping 
workers earn more by making businesses pay 
more. 

 

Repeal a law requiring businesses to install 
pollution filters in factory smokestacks. 

 

Start a government program that lets kids eat 
dinner free every night at school if their parents 
won’t  be  home.   

 

Create public charter schools that students can 
choose to attend instead of their regular public 
school. 

 

Encourage everyone to get health insurance by 
letting people deduct the cost of health insurance 
from their taxes. 

 

Dem. Rep. 

RIGHT LEFT 

Dem. Rep. 

RIGHT LEFT 

Dem. Rep. 

RIGHT LEFT 

Dem. Rep. 

RIGHT LEFT 

Dem. Rep. 

RIGHT LEFT 

Dem. Rep. 

RIGHT LEFT 

1. The government should not pay for any 
schools.  All schools should be private. 

   Extreme Right 

   Extreme Left 

2.  The government should guarantee that 
everyone will have a job and receive an 
annual income. 

   Extreme Right 

   Extreme Left 

4.  The government should not provide services 
that a person or business could provide. 

   Extreme Right 

   Extreme Left 

5.  The government should own all of the 
forests to make sure timber is managed 
properly. 

   Extreme Right 

   Extreme Left 

3.  People should pay for their own retirement.  
Social Security should be abolished.  

   Extreme Right 

   Extreme Left 

6.  The government should ban the use of 
pesticides on food crops. 

   Extreme Right 

   Extreme Left 

Political Spectrum Activity  p.2 



What About You? First, check the statement that you most closely agree with for each issue. Then look 
at all the choices you made and analyze the results!  

Name: One Big Party? 

YOU! 

Political Spectrum Activity  p.3 

IMMIGRATION 

The United States 
border should be 
closed.  No new 
immigrants should be 
allowed in. 

Secure the border and 
enforce existing laws. 
Do not reward people 
here illegally by giving 
them citizenship. 

Secure the borders 
against illegal immigrants, 
but allow people already 
here illegally to become 
citizens. 

RIGHT LEFT 

International borders 
should be open.  People 
should be free to go 
wherever they want. 

    

CENTER 

ENERGY 

Economic growth is 
the most important 
thing. If people can 
make money off our 
natural resources 
they should be able 
to.  

The U.S. should 
develop all sources of 
energy, including oil. 
New nuclear energy 
plants should be built. 

The U.S. should focus on 
finding renewable sources 
of energy. Laws should 
limit exploration for oil. 
Nuclear energy should not 
be expanded. 

RIGHT LEFT 

The government should 
take over all energy 
production and use only 
renewable resources. 

    

CENTER 

Having strong 
relationships with other 
countries will keep peace.   
We need a strong military 
too, but the best way to 
protect ourselves is to 
work with others. 

Our military should 
aggressively defend 
our nation against all 
threats. This should 
be our highest 
priority when making 
the federal budget.  

Having a strong 
military will keep 
peace. We need good 
relationships with 
other countries, but 
protecting our country 
is most important. 

RIGHT LEFT 

Withdraw troops from 
around the world and   
cut  the  military’s  budget.  
Use the money to provide 
services to people. 

    

DEFENSE 
CENTER 

TAXES 

Eliminate taxes. The 
government should 
not be providing 
services,  so  it  doesn’t  
need much money. 

Keep taxes low for 
everyone. Save money 
by cutting government 
programs that help 
people. 

Keep taxes low for poor 
and middle class people 
and higher for the 
wealthy.  Taxes should 
fund programs to help 
people in need. 

RIGHT LEFT 

Tax everyone at a high 
rate. Use the money to 
provide free government 
services for everyone, not 
just for poor people. 

    

CENTER 

Do all your answers fall on the same place along the spectrum?       YES     or    NO 

Were most of your answers on the same side of the spectrum?    YES     or    NO 

Do  people’s  responses  usually  fall  in  the  same  place  along  the  spectrum?    YES     or    NO 

Why or why not?___________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________


